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Public  Health  Department , 
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Sheerness. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Isle  of  Sheppey 
Joint  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Committee 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  reports  on  the  health 
the  three  constituent  authorities  of  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  for 
the  year  1961. 


of 


The  Registrar-General1 s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the 
Island  for  mid-1961  was  26,340  which  is  a  fall  of  550  compared 
with  the  I960  figure  although  the  Rural  Districo's  xoopulation 
increased  slightly.  It  seems  reasonable  to  hope  that  because 
this  decrease  was  due  mainly  to  the  transfer  of  families  o 
other  Dockyard  towns  and  to  the  closure  of  the  garrison,  that 
the  population  of  the  urban  area  of  the  Island  will  nor  fan 
any  lower  but  will  tend  to  increase. 


& 


Details  of  Vital  Statistics  will  be  found  in  Taoles,  1,  II 
III  showing  comparisons  with  recent  years  and  also  of  10-year 


periods  extending  back  to 


the 


beginning  of  the  century. 


The  number  of 
three  years,  but  b 


births  was  483,  very  similar  to  the  previous 
cause  of  the  lower  population  the  rate  per 
1,000  has  risen  to  18.0.  Dor  comparison  with  the  England  & 

Wales  rate  of  17.4  the  Island's  corrected  birth  rate  is  estimate^ 

to  be  18.4. 


The  number  of  births 
deaths  is  higher  than  of  r 
rate  for  the  Island  is  13. 
the  whole  country.  43^  of 
and  associated  conditions 
cancer  (207°)  and  13^>  (lO'/o) 
due  to  accidents  increased 
4  to  9  (other  accidents). 


exceeded  the  deaths 
ecent  years  and  the 

0 


by  123  but  the  360 
estimated  correcte 
as  compared  with  a  rate  of  12.0  for 
all  deaths  were  due  to  heart  disease 
(50p  in  I960)  18$  to  all  forms  of 
to  respiratory  conditions.  Deaths 
from  5  to  7  (motor  vehicle)  and  from 


a 


There  were  9  deaths  of  infants  under  1 
rate  of  18.6  1,000  live  births,  luis 


of 


age 


giving 


year 

rate  for  England 
The  average  for 
only  22.8  and  all 


Cb 


Wales  again  reached  a.  new  low  record,  21.4. 
the  Island  during  the  past  5  years  has  been  „  +1 

three  districts  have  fairly  similar  averages  even  tnough  tie,x 
rates  may  differ  greatly  from  year  to  year.  The  pen  na|;a 
rate,  Table  II,  shows  that  1961  was  lower  than  any  recent  yea.. 
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«  ,  1  ^ave  agaan  included  a  table  showing  the  actual  numbers 
of  deaths  caused  by  lung  cancer.  The  17  male  deaths  means 
xnat  i  m  11  of  all  males  died  from  this  cause. 

Infectious  disease  is  shown  in  Table  V  and  although  1.24-3 
cases  of  measles  is  much  greater  than  any  of  the  other  four 
previous  years,  it  is  still  lower  than  the  1,315  cases  that 
o  curred  in  1955.  Scarlet  fever  was  very  slight  and  although 
Whooping  Gough  was  an  increase  over  I960,  the  total  was  still 
below  average.  For  the  second  successive  year  there  was  no 
poliomyelitis  and  none  of  the  food  poisoning  cases  caused  the 
anxiety  that  arises  when  this  disease  is  associated  with  food 


Vaccination  and  immunisation  levels  for  the  Island 


as  a 


satisfactory  and  the  response  of  the  adults  under  40 
®  ?  lomyelit is  vaccination  appeal  is  gradually  improving 

V^„lev®1  of  protection  in  that  age  group.  The  Whooping  Cough 
vaccination  level  amongst  the  under  5's,  and  that  is  the 
important  group  for  this  disease,  has  now  reached  a  figure 

similar  to  the  Diphtheria  level  because  of  the  use  of  triple 
antigen.  r 

h  .  A  mai?r  stfP  forward  in  the  prophylaxis  of  Poliomyelitis 
has  been  the  introduction  of  the  oral  vaccine  of  which  3  doses 
-caxen  on  a  lump  of  sugar  at  4-8  weekly  intervals  presents  a 
more  convenient  and  pleasant  method  of  administering  the 

vaccine.  All  people  from  S  months  to  40  years  of  age  can  now 
be  vaccinated. 

It  is  anticipated  that  within  a  relatively  short  period 
a  vaccine  against  Measles  will  be  available.  This  will  be  of 
great  benefit  as  the  disease  spreads  like  wildfire  in  the 
susceptible,  causing  disruption  in  home  and  school  life. 

There  were  5  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year,  4 

or^^j;Uvlm0?ary  ~and  1  from  tlie  110  ft -pul  mo  nary  form  of  the  disease, 
much  higher  ngure  than  usual.  The  number  of  new  cases 
occurring  however  was  only  6.  Nevertheless,  the  death  rate 
liable  VI)  for  the  period  1956-61  is  only  0.05  per  1,000  of 

™LP2PU  on  aS  comParGd  with  a  rate  nearly  four  times  as 
much  for  the  previous  5-year  period,  whilst  the  case  rate  of 

u. Df  is  aDout  three-quarters  of  the  rate  for  the  earlier  period. 

v,  ,  ,  Pag®  11  Sives  details  of  attendances  at  the  Chest  Clinic 
held  at  Sheppey  General  Hospital  and  also  of  new  cases  and 

fi^?idanSSS  S?  the  Roches'ter  and  Sheppey  Special  Clinics  and 
i mally  the  figures  supplied  by  the  School  Medical  Officer 
are  given  on  pages  12,  13  and  14. 


Consulting  Engineers  wore  asked  to  prepare  a  preliminary 
report  on  the  sewage  disposal  of  the  Island  with  a  view  to  the  | 
formation  of  a  Joint  Sewage  Disposal  Board  hut  their  report  nad 
not  "been  issued  hy  the  enci  of  the  year. 

In  August  1961  the  Medway  Water  (No. 2)  Order  was  confirmed 
hy  the  Minister  authorising  Medway  Water  Board  to  proceed  with 
works  connected  with  the  first  phase  of  the  Belmont  Scheme  which 
will  make  increased  supplies  available  to  the  Sheppey  Water 
Board.  During  the  year  under  review  a  further  increase  in 
demand  has  been  experienced  and  a  considerable  increase  m 
applications  for  new  supplies.  Consumption  for  the  year 
totalled  398  m.g.  This  compares  with  a  total  of  nearly  37 urn 
in  the  previous  year.  This  increase  m  demana  is  also  reflected 
in  the  increased  use  of  the  Sittingbourne  supply  which  enabled 
all  demands  to  be  met  with  the . exception  of  the  usage  of  hose 
pipes  for  private  garden  watering  and  car  washing. 

I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Rampling,  Engineer  &  Manager  of  the 
Sheppey  Water  Board,  for  his  ready  co-operation  and  assistance 
at  all  times,  also  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  my  clerical 
staff  for  the  smooth  running  of  the  department. 


o' 


I  am, 


Your  obedient  servant , 

J.  T.  MURPHY 

Medical  Officer  of  Healtn. 
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Table  I  shows  the  estimated  population  for  the  past  five  years,  the 
umbers  ox  Dirths  and  deaths  and  corrected  rates  for  the  three  districts  a-d 
he  Island  as  a  whole  and  also  the  birth  and  death  rates  for  England  flales. 


TABLE  I 


Year 


eenborough 


leerness 
U.D. 


jppey  R.D. 


M.B. 


isle  of 
iheppey 


ngland 

Wales 


1957 ; 

1953; 

1959 

I960. 

1961 

j 

1957: 

1958  i 

1959  1 
i i960  ' 

1961  i 


1 1957! 
11958 

1 1959 ! 
11960 
1 1961 : 

|  1 

; 1957 1 
1958! 
I1959 ! 

'I960 

.1961 

;1957 

1958 

U959 

11960 

:i96i 


Estimated 

population 

Total 

live 

Births 

3;  210 

64 

35  200 

59 

3,220 

46 

3,200  ; 

51 

3,020 

66 

13,480  ! 

246 

15,920 

278 

15,400 

267 

14,460  , 

269 

14,030 

251 

9,510 

136 

9,570 

141  ! 

9,700 

166  I 

9,730 

160 

9,790 

166  ! 

i 

28,200  | 

446  j 

28, 290  i 

478  ! 

23,320  ! 

479  ! 

27,390  | 

480  ; 

26,840 

i 

483  { 

j  Corrected 
Illegitimate i  Birth  rate 
and  rate  j  per  1,000 
per  cent  of 

j  population 


Total  j 
Deaths! 


Corrected  ! 
Death  Rate; 
per  1,000  | 
of 

| population! 


3  or  4.7 f° 

1  or  1.7  °/o 

2  or  4.3$ 

3  or  5.9$ 

5  or  7 ,6fo 

16  or  6.5/o  ' 
19  or  6.8/0  ! 
16  or  6.0/S 
16  or  6.9/o 
12  or  4.8/0  i 


10  or  7.3^ 

8  or  5*6$ 

11  or  6.6 % 

11  or  6.9^ 

12  or  7.2^0 

I 

i 

29  or  6.5 %  ; 

28  or  5.9$  1 

29  or  6.Cffo  j 

30  or  6.2 c/o  ! 
29  or  6.0 fo  i 


20.3 

18.8 

14.6 

16.2 

22.2 

17.2 

19.3 
18.7 
17.7 
17.0 

16.2 

16.6 

19.3 
18.6 
19.2 

17.2 

18.4 

18.4 
17.9 

18.4 

16.1 

16.4 

16.5 
17.1 
17.4 


42 
34 
36 
38 
34 

I89 

187  ; 

182  | 

195  J 

205  | 

1 

103  | 
118 
131  I 

123  ! 
121  ! 

334 
339 
349 
356 

360 


14.7 

11.9 

12.5 
13.3 

12.6 

12.9 

12.8 

12.5 

12.5 

13.7 

10.5 
12.1 

13.2 

12.3 

12.0 

12.3 

12.5 

12.8 
12.5 
13.0 

11.5 
11.7 

11.6 
11.5 
12.0 
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The  following  table  shows  figures  and  rates  of  infant  mortality  -  deaths 
of  infants  under  1  year  per  1SC00  live  "births;  and  perinatal  mortality  — 
deaths  of  infants  under  1  week  plus  stillbirths  per  ls000  live  and  still 
births. 


TABLE  II 


i 

i  1 

i  s 

• 

•  ! 

1  Year 

l 

1 

ITo ,  of  ! 
births  j_ 

Infant 

under 

Deaths 

1  year 

Deaths  ! 
under  ' 
1  week 

i 

Still-  1 
births 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

j 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Total  ■ 

Rate 

— 

1  1 

I  !  1957 

i 

64 

3 

46.9  ) 

2 

0 

31.2  ) 

i  1958 

59  ! 

0 

0.0  ) 

0 

1 

16.7  ) 

,  Queenbo rough  ;  -jq^o 

46 

1 

21.7 )  21.0 ! 

0 

1 

21.2  )  20.7 

A.B.  :  1qg'0 

51 

0 

0.0 

0 

2 

37.7  ) 

;  1961 

r  r 

00 

2 

30.3  ) 

0 

0 

0.0  ) 

Sheerness 
U.Do 


i  Sheppey  R.D. 


Isle  of 
Sheppey 


England 
oc  Wales 


1957 

1958 

1959 
S  i960 

l  1961 

1 

i 

I  1957 

;  1950 
;  1959 

I  i960 
!  1961 


i  1957 
j  1953 
i  1959 

1 1960 

1 1961 


1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 


246 

278 

267 

269 

251 

136 

141 

166 

160 

166 

446 

478 

479 

480 
483 


4  1  16.2 )  ;  4 

8  I  28.7  )  i  3 

6  |  22.5  )  22.9  1  6 

7  j  26.0  )  3 

5  j  19.9)  j  2 

5  |  36.7)  j  4 

4  1  28.3 )  4 

3  '  18.1  )  23.4  i  1 

4  i  25.O )  i  3 

2  !  12.0 )  !  1 

! 

12  i  26.9)  j  10 

12  25a)  1  7 

10  20.9  )  22.8  1  7 

11  22.9  )  i  6 

9  18.6)  i  3 


;  23.1 
!  22.6 
i  22.2 
i  21.9 
!  21.4 


9  51-0) 

4  24.8) 

7  47.4)  35a 

5  29.2) 

4  23.5  ) 

5  83.8 ) 

2  41.9) 

3  23.6)40.6 

6  54.2  ) 

3  23.7  ) 

14  52.2  ) 

7  28.8) 

11  36.7  )  35a 

13  38.5  ) 

7  20.4  ) 

1  36.2 

I  35  a 

j  34-2 

I  32.9 
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TABLE  III 


Queenbo rough 

M.B. 


Sheerness  U.D. 


Sheppey  R.D. 


Isle  of 

Sheppey 


Period. 

'  Birth 
i  Rate 

Illegitimate 
! fo  of  live 
Births 

I 

|  Death 
f  Rate 

j 

1901~1910 

31.8 

1 — - - 

i 

m. 

I 

1  12.5 

1911-1920 

26.6 

2.7 

1  9.8 

1921-1930 

18.0 

2.6 

8.5 

1931-1940 

17.3 

4.2 

9.6 

1941-1950 

22.3 

|  5-3 

10.6 

1951-1961 

1 

17.5 

1  2*^ 

|  10.7 

1901-1910 

23.0 

m. 

i 

i  10.7 

1911-1920  ! 

24.5 

2,1 

i  13.3  i 

1921-1930  1 

18.4 

2.5 

1  11.1 

1931-1940  i 

13.8 

4.1 

!  11.7 

1941-1950  ! 

20.0 

6,7 

13.0 

1951-1961  I 

I 

I6.9 

6,2 

11.8  | 

1925-1930  | 

15.6 

3.7 

9.1  ! 

1931-1940  ! 

15.7 

3.4 

10.3  I 

1941-1950  ! 

22.2  ! 

6.7 

11.0 

1951-1961 

15.1  ! 

1 

6.2 

j 

11.6 

1901-1910  ' 

23.8  j 

m. 

10.9  ! 

1911-1920  | 

24.8 

2.2 

12.7  l 

1921-1930  ! 

17.9 

2.7 

10.4  1 

1931-1940  i 

14.7  | 

3.9 

11.1  j 

1941-1950  ; 

21.2 

6.5 

12.0  l 

1951-1961  ! 

1 

t 

16.3 

6,1 

11.6  ■' 

Inf  ant 
Mortality 
per  1,000 
live  births 


79-6 

86.8 

78.7 

48.7 

37.8 

19.6 

115.5 

90.2 

60.2 

49.9 

32.2 

26.1 

46.8 
32.0 

34.8 

23.0 

111.2 

89.6 
61.0 

44.5 

33.7 

24.3 
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MALIGNANT  NEOPLASMS  OF  THE  LUNG 
AND  BRONCHUS 


The 
-the  past 


following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  the  above  during 
eleven  years  with  age  and  sex  distribution. 


TABLE  IV 


Year 

i 

1 

30- 

M 

40 

F 

40- 

M 

50- 

M 

0 

3 

1 

60- 

M 

-70 

F 

-- 

70- 

M 

-80 

F 

Over 

M 

hcj  CO 

O 

Total 
M  F 

1951 

— 

1  . 

1 

1 

__ 

— 

I 

j  3 

— 

1952 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

2 

- 

2 

1 

I 

— 

|  10 

1 

1953 

_ 

— 

1 

1 

5 

4 

1 

2 

. 

1 

— 

13 

2 

1954 

— 

1  1 

— 

1 

8 

2 

2 

— 

" 

— 

12 

2 

1955 

— 

!  i 

— 

4 

8 

1 

7 

■  — 

1  __ 

— 

:  20 

1 

1956 

- 

— 

]  . 
i 

— 

4 

1 

3 

2 

5 

— 

— 

i  12 

3 

1957 

- 

— 

i  2 

— 

1 

— 

6 

1 

i  2 

1 

_ 

— 

!  ii 

2 

1958 

— 

1  „ 

| 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

1  3 

— 

j  — 

— 

1 

1959 

— 

i 

— 

i  4 

— 

7 

1 

j  7 

— 

!  7 

— 

I  19 

1 

I960 

j _ 

3 

— 

5 

1 

4 

— 

1 

!  2 

1  ^ 

— 

i  2^ 

2 

1961 

j 

i 

— 

1 

| 

— 

1  2 

1 

— 

7 

. 

— 

!  5 

i 

1 

2 

i 

1  . 

!  17 

i 

4 - 

1 

|  Totals 

t 

1 

j  1 

i 

— 

12 

| 

i  - 

1 

1  32 

j 

3 

52 

8 

43 

4 

i  5 

| 

— 

1145 

i 

16 

NOTIFIABLE!  lEFFCTIOLc  .’DISEASE 


Table  V  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  on  the  Island  during 
the  past  five  years.  & 


TABLE  V 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


(2.)  Tabic  VI 3.  ov";  i  c 
of  the  po'oulatio  1  Cor  J 

1956-1961. 


cacc  rates  and  death  rates  of  Tuberculosis  per  1,000 
-  uar  rcr.ods  since  1526  and  for  the  6-year  period 

TABLE  VI 


hilmonary 

1 

iTo  n-  Pu  1  mona  ry 

a sc  Rate 

l 

Death  Rate 

Case  Rate 

Death  Rate 

.ueenborou  ;h  3  b. 

1 

1926-193- 

1.40 

0.39 

0.25 

0.00 

1931-1 : 3 

1.13 

0.65 

0.06 

0.00 

1935-19-'.'; 

0.61 

0.41 

0.06 

0.00 

1941-1945 

O.96 

0. 88 

0.07 

0.14 

1946-1950 

1.07 

0.47 

0.06 

0.00 

1551-19 5o 

O.69 

0.12 

C.Oo 

0.06 

1956-1561 

0.15 

0.10 

0.00 

0.00 

Shcorneay  .  h 

1 

1 

1926-1  3 

1.12 

0.80 

0.28 

0.04 

1931-1 '35 

0.33 

0.61 

0.24 

0.12 

1936-1940 

O.05 

0.43 

0.13 

0.05 

1941-15.5 

0.55 

0.49 

0.09 

0.04 

1946-l;;pO 

0.93 

0.41 

0.10 

0.00 

1551-15^.-' 

O.69 

0.19 

0.06 

0.05  . 

1956-1961 

0.66 

0.05 

0.01 

0.00 

bheppey  1.0. 

. 

1926-1930 

1.37 

e  << 

0.44 

0.11 

1931-1935 

0.88 

0.75 

0.36 

0.09 

1936-19  10 

0.29 

0.31 

0.12 

0.02 

1941-19:5 

0.61 

0.42 

0.19 

O.O5 

1946-19  ,0 

O.94 

0.32 

0.20 

C.07 

1951-19 .r 

0.97 

0.21 

0.17 

0.02 

1956-1961 

0.57 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

Isle  of  She-:.-  f 

1926-1930 

1.22 

0.30 

0.31 

0.05 

19 31-15 3^ 

0.08 

O.65 

0.26 

0.10 

1936-1940 

0.54 

0.40 

0.15 

0.03  | 

1941-194^ 

0.62 

O.5I 

0.12 

0.06 

1945-1950 

0.95 

0.39 

0.13 

0.02 

1951-1955 

0.78 

0.19 

0.10 

0.04 

1935-1951 

0.57 

0.05 

C.01 

0.01 

; 

11 


°)  indebted  to  Dr.  Owen  Clarke,  the  Chest  Physician 

•"ii°v/lng  figures  relating  to  sanatorium  treatment  and 
;tendances . 


for 

clinic 


(i)  Institutions  to  which  patients  were  admitted  during  1S61  - 


(ii) 


Keycol  Sanatorium  ...  ... 

Preston  Hall  . 

Denham  Sanatorium  . 

Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital,  Margate 


14  patients 
3 
1 
1 


Patients  from  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  who  attended  the  Chest 
Clinic  during  the  year  - 


Number  of  attendances  made  by 

Men 

Women 

Children 
B  G 

new  patients 

•  o  « 

61 

33 

2 

4 

Attendances  made  by  new 

contacts 

21 

28 

106 

Attendances  made  by  old 

patients 

324 

196 

15 

14 

Attendances  made  by  old 

contacts 

17 

36 

105 

VENEREAL  DISEASE 


.1  af  indebted  to  Dr.  C.  D.  Routh ,  Director  of  the  Special 

Medway  cc  Crave  send  Hospital  Management 
limit  tee,  ior  the  following  figures  relating  to  patients 
tending  at  the  Rochester  and  Sheppey  Clinics  from  the  Isle 
Sneppey  during  1961. 


New  patients  - 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Others 


Males 

2  (1) 
11  (9) 

22  (28) 


Females 

-  (2) 

3  (1) 

6  (3) 


Totals 

2  (3) 
14  (10) 
28  (31) 


Total  attendances  -  245 


(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  I960) 
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SCHOOL 


LJJ 


TH 


SERVICE 


I  am  indebted  to  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  the  following 
figures  relating  to  the  medical  inspection  of  school  children  in 
the  area  of  the  North  East  Kent  Divisional  Executive  which  compris- 
the  Boroughs  of  Paver sham  and  Queenborough ,  the  Urban  Districts  of 
Sheerness  and  Sittingbourne  &  Milton,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of 
Sheppey  and  Swale . 

1.  _ _ _ 


Routine  School  Medical  Inspections 

Physical  Condition 

of  Pupils  Inspected 

No.  of  Pupils 
inspected 

| 

! 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

i  , 

No .  \ajo  of  Col .  1 

No. 

°jo  of  Col.  1 
_ 

5,275 

: 

5,265  j  99.8 

9 

0.2 

2.  Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  8l 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  .  1,704 

3.  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  760 


4.  Infestation  with  Vermin 

(a)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  pupils  in 
schools  by  the  school  nurse  or  other 

authorised  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 ,263 

(b)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found 

to  6  s  I/O  d  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 11 

(c)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect 
of  whom  cleansing  notices  were  issued 

(Section  54(2) ,  education  Act,  1944  ...  65 
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TREATMENT  OE  PUPILS 

(i)  Minor  Ailments  (Excluding  Uncleanliness) 


.No.  of  cases 
treated 

(a)  SKIN 


Ringworm  -  (i)  Scalp 

( i i )  Body 

Scabies  . 

Impetigo  . . 

Other  skin  diseases... 

(b)  OTHER 


Eye  defects  ... 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding* 
errors  of  refraction ,  squint  and° 
cases  admitted  to  Hospital) 


Ear  defects 

•  w  o  O  G  O  .  . 

•  •  •  ••©  ••• 

Misoell  neous .  15 

(e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises, 
sores,  etc.) 

TOTAL  15 

Be  feet  ive_Ji  sion  and  Squint  (Excluding  Eye  diseases 

treated  as  Minor  Ailments) 


(a) 

Cb) 

(c) 


No.  of  cases 
treated 


Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint) 

Other  defects  or  diseases  of  the  eyes 
(excluding  those  recorded  in  (i) 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles 
were  prescribed  . 


953 

8 

373 
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6 . 


DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority's  Dental 
Off icers:- 


(a)  At  Periodic  Inspections  ...  . 

(b)  As  specials  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  found  to  require  treatment  . 

Number  offered  treatment ...  ...  ...  ...  . . • 

Number  actually  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  . • • 

Number  of  attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment. 


2,133 

592 

1,418 

1,142 

1,126 

3,815 


Half  days  devoted  to;~ 

(a)  Periodic  (School)  Inspections 

(b)  Treatment  ...  . 


Fillings : - 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth  . .  ...  1,200 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth  ...  .  317 


Number  of  Teeth  filled 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  »•*  1,143 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth  .  313 


Extractions i - 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth 


622 

1,105 


Administration  of  general  snacs'chetics  f^r 
extraction  ...  ...  ...  • • • 


319 


Other  operations;- 


(a)  Permanent  Teeth 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth 


•  •  ® 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


324 

64 


QUEENBOROUCrH  TOW  COUNCIL- 
1961 


Mayor: 

Alderman  H.  G-.  Harris 

Deputy-Mayor : 

Alderman  R.  D.  Sharrock 

Aldermen: 

Mrs.  M.  Dobner;  Mrs.  E.  S.  Weekes,  J. 


Councillors: 

D.  T.  Abbott 
Mrs.  D.  L.  Anderson 
J  *  W.  N.  Bromley 
S .  J .  W .  Byrne 
H.  C.  Carter 
S.  Crowder 
*  .  Elanagan 

S.  Boulder shaw 
G-.  II.  Lerpiniere 
L.  V.  March ingt on 
H.  E.  Quaintance 
J .  W.  Songhurst 

*  Chairman  of  Health  Committee 


Town  Clerk: 

E.  Marshall 
(retired  June  1961) 

P.  I.  Warters 
(from  June  1961) 

Surveyor  &  Public  Health  Inspector: 
w .  E.  Dodds 
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Public  Health  Department , 
Trinity  Road, 

Sheerness. 

To  the  Queenborough  Town  Council 
Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Rep>ort  on  the 
health  of  Queenborough  during  the  year  1961. 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population  for  the 
year  was  3,020,  a  reduction  of  180  on  the  I960  figure. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  66,  the  highest 
number  since  the  years  immediately  after  the  war.  This  number 
was  almost  double  the  number  of  deaths,  34.  The  corrected 
birth  rate  was  22.2  as  compared  with  17.4  of  England  &  Wales 
and  the  corrected  death  rate  of  12.6  was  slightly  higher  than 
the  national  rate  of  12.0.  The  number  of  deaths,  34,  was  the 
same  as  in  1958  and  is  the  lowest  figure  during  the  past  six 
years . 

There  were  two  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  30.3.  The  total  number  of 
such  deaths  during  the  past  ten  years  has  been  only  12  -  a 
rate  of  21.4  per  1,000  related  births.  This  rate  for  England 
&  Wales  again  reached  a  new  low  record  in  1961  of  the  same 
figure,  viz.  21.4. 

1961  was  a  'measles  year'  but  apart  from  that  there  was 
little  infectious  disease.  Although  the  measles  epidemic 
totalled  165,  higher  than  any  year  since  records  were  kept 
in  1940,  this  disease  fortunately  continues  to  be  mild. 

Mr.  V/.  F.  Dodds,  your  Surveyor  &  Public  Health  Inspector, 
who  had  been  with  the  Council  for  15  years,  obtained  a  similar 
post  at  Barmouth  and  left  at  the  end  of  the  year.  I  must  place 
on  record  my  appreciation  of  Mr.  Dodds'  unfailing  courtesy 
during  the  seven  years  that  I  have  worked  with  him. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  kindness  and  consideration  throughout 
the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  T.  MURPHY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUCTION  I 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


AREA  IN  ACRES 


Land  covered  by  water 
Land  . 


1,098 


1,103 


A  further  1,272  acres  consists  of  610  acres  of  foreshore 

an  +?°,  acfes  subject  to  tidal  waters  and  included  in  this  area 
is  the  harbour  which  is  owned  by  the  Council. 


POPULATION 


As  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  for 
mid-1961  . 


3,020 


This  figure  is  loO  less  than  the  I960  estimate.  The 
natural  increase  in  population,  that  is  the  excess  of  births 
over  deaths,  was  32  in  1961. 


NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES 


1,021 


RATEABLE  VALUE 


£55,803 


SUM  REPRESENTING  PENNY  RA. 


£2  30 
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SECTION  II 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


1 .  LIVE  BIRTHS 


Legitimate . .  „  . , 

Illegitimate . . . 

-L  0  t  al  O  o  .  .  o  ©  o  o  o  o  o  •  o  o  . 

2 .  BIRTH  RATE 


Males  Females  Totals 

35  (25)  26  (23)  61  (48) 
2  (2)  3  (1)  5  (3) 
37  (27)  29  (24)  66  (51) 


Crude  rate  per  1,000  population . .  21.8  (15.9) 

Corrected  rate....... . .  22.2  (16.2) 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales. . . .  17.4  (17.1) 

3.  ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  ....  5 

This  is  7.6  per  cent  of  total  live  births. 

4.  STILLBIRTHS  -  Nil 


Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births . .  0.0  (37.7) 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales..... .  18.7  (19.8) 

5 .  INFANT  DEATHS  . . . 2 

Infant  death  rate  per  1,000  live  births .  30.3  (0.0) 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales . . .  21.4  (21.9) 

Number  of  legitimate  infant  deaths............  2 

Number  of  illegitimate  infant  deaths .  0 

Number  of  neo-natal  death  (under  4  weeks) .  0 

Number  of  early  neo-natal  deaths  (under  1  week)  0 
Number  of  peri-natal  deaths  (stillbirths  and 

deaths  under  1  week  combined) .  0 


6 .  MATERNAL  DEATHS  ...........  Nil 

7 .  DEATHS 


Crude  rate  per  1,000  of  population .  11.2  (11.9) 

Corrected  rate . . . .  12.6  (13.3) 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales . .  12.0  (11.5) 


A  total  of  34  deaths  were  registered,  19  males  and  15  female £ 
4  less  than  in  I960.  11  deaths  were  caused  by  cancer  as  compared 
with  12  the  year  before;  10  were  due  to  heart  disease  and  assoc¬ 
iated  conditions  (14  in  I960)  and  5  as  compared  with  3  were  due  tc 
respiratory  diseases. 

(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  I960) 
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Table  I  shows  the  number  of  deaths  allocated  to  the  area  by 
Registrar-General . 


TABLE  I 


Cause 


Males  !  Females  i  Total 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 

A.cute  poliomyelitis  . 

Measles  .  . . 

)ther  infective  and  parasitic  disease 
ialignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
ialignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
lalignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

Hher  malignant  &.  lymphatic  neoplasm 
jeukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...  ... 

)iabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

lypertension  with  heart  disease 
)ther  heart  disease 
)ther  circulatory  disease  ... 

influenza  . 

Pneumonia . . 

Bronchitis . . 

)ther  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Jlcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

lyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations  ... 

Ither  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 
[otor  vehicle  accidents 

Ml  other  accidents  . 

Suicide  . 

omicide  and  operations  of  war 


1  (-) 

-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
(-) 
(-) 

1  (3) 

2  (1) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
3  (2) 

-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
4  (3) 
-  (1) 
-  (2) 
-  (2) 
-  (-) 
1  (-) 
3  (2) 
-  (1) 
-  (2) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
1  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
1  (2) 
1  (1) 
1  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 


-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-)  I 

-  (-)  ! 
-  (-)  : 

-  (-) 

-  (-)  ; 
-  (-) 

2-&  i 

-  (-! 

-  (3)  i 

-  (-)  ! 

-  (-)  j 

1  3)  ! 

1  (-) 

-  (-) 

4  (-) 

-  (3) 

-  (-) 

1  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (1) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

3  (3) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 


1  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
3  (4) 
2  (1) 
3  (2) 
-  (-) 

3  (5) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 

1  (3) 
5  (3) 
-  (1) 

4  (2) 

-  (5) 

-  (-) 

2  (-) 
3  (2) 
-  (1) 
-  (2) 
-  (1) 
-  (-) 
1  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
4  (5) 
1  (1) 
1  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 


All  causes 


19(22)  !  15(16)  i  34(38) 


(Figures  in  "brackets  relate  to  I960) 
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The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups  in  which 
occurred : - 

TABLE  II 

the  deaths 

i  I 

i  i 

■Under 

!  i  i  1 

I.'  '  | 

]  I  ;  S 

!  85 

!  i 

i-  :  5-  :  15-  j  25-  j  35-  1  45- 

55-  65- 

ry  (-  y  uai  3 

^  and 

'  year 

!  j 

i  :  i 

;  1  ,  1  ; 

|  !  •  <  { 

i 

J 

!  over  i 

1  ! 

i  ■  ; 

j  I 

!  Males  j  1 

1  '  ! 

-  ! 2  ;  -  i  ■  -  !  1  i  2 

| 

4  ;  5 

2  j  2  | 

i 

j  Females  \  1 

j 

CM 

i — 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

^f- 

i — 1 

CM 

The  average  age  at  death  was  60.0  (69.0  in  I960) 

being  56.8  (68.8)  for  males 
and  64.1  (69.3)  for  females 

The  oldest  male  was  90  and  the  oldest  female  87  years 


8.  INFANT  MORTALITY 

There  were  two  infant  deaths  under  the  age  of  one  year  in 
1961,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  30.3  per  1,000  births, 
but  the  average  over  the  past  ten  years  has  been  21.4.  The  rate 
for  England  &  Wales  in  1961  was  21.4,  once  again  the  lowest  ever 
recorded.  Details  of  the  two  deaths  are  given  in  the  following 
table i - 


TABLE  III 


Cause 

i 

Sex  ; 

1 

Age 

Place  of 
Birth 

Place  of 
Death 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

Bilateral  Otitis  Media 

;  1 

1  M  1 

i  i 

4 

months 

- 

Hospital 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

Upper  resjjiratory  infection 

j 

j 

1  F 

6 

months 

' 

_ 

Hospital 

SECTION  III 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 


.  There  were  only  4  cases  of  Measles  in  1959  and  7  in  I960 
o  it  was  not  unexpected  that  Measles  would  he  prevalent  in  1961. 
he  epidemic  was  confined  mainly  to  the  months  of  March  and  April 
nd  a  total  of  165  cases  were  notified,  the  highest  figure  record- 
,l  since  1940  when  the  disease  was  made  notifiable.  As  is  usual 
hese  days,  the  character  of  the  disease  was  mild. 

Apart  from  Measles,  there  were  only  3  c..ses  of  Pneumonia 

tid  4  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

xable  III  shows  the  age  distribution  of  infectious  diseases 
Dtifiea  during  the  year. 


TAE1E  III 


!  !  | 
!  Age  groups 

u 

H- 

w 

CD 

p 

CO 

CD 

At  all  ages 

Under  1  year 

f 

i  * 

;  i 

I 

l.|. 

i— 1  :  CM 

; 

I 

. 

!  i  - 

•  ;  ; 

Mil 

I  i 

"d-  :  '=d- 

:  I  rH  1  cm 

i  !  i  j  ill 

^  i  ^  i  ^  j  o  !  ;i\ 

'  1  !  rH 

i  ; 

V9  - 

-  6E 

I _  . 

65  and  over 

Scarlet  Fever  4  1  - 

leasles  ...  1  165  j  5 

hieumonia  ...  :  3  ;  _ 

— - - - - ; - : 

12  !  23  ; 

—  — .  i 

i 

1  ! 

-  |  -  I  4  ■ !  - 

23  |  25  -  68  |  6 

“  j  “  i  | 

1  '-'O  1 

!  *“ 

! 

-  i  i  ! 

2  i 

Totals  ...  i  172  |  5 

- - 1 - i _ j 

12  j  23  i 

23  ! 25  j  72  1  6 

3  ! 

-  !  i  |  2  j 

i  ■  : 

Table  IV  shows  the  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  those  notified  in  I960,  removals 
to  hospital  and  the  number  of  deaths  according  to  the  Registrar- 
General's  classification. 


TABLE  IV 


Disease 

i 

Total 

Total  (I960) 

Males 

Females 

Removed  to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

|  Deaths  (i960) 

j  Scarlet  Fever  .  .  .  • 

4  (10) 

-  (3) 

-  (-) 

4 

— 

-  (-)! 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 

-  (-)j 

j  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ....  ... 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

165  (7) 

95 

70 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary  or 

influenzal)  . . . 

3  (1) 

-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 

2 

i 

2  (-)! 
-  (-)1 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
l  (-) 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection  ...  ... 

— * 

—* 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  -  Para  ...  ... 

— 

i 

““ 

Non-Para 

— 

!  - 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  -  Infective 

-  (-) 
-  (-) 

— 

— 

Post-infectious 

— 

i  " 

— 

Dysentery  . .  ...  ... 

-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 

-  (-) 

j 

i 

!  “ 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

j 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ... 

l  ~ 

!  " 

I 

SmallpOX  •••  9  0  0  909  009 

i  - 

i 

Typhoid  .  . .  ... 

i 

Malaria  •<>«  •<>•  •  •  »  •  *  °  ®  •  ° 

» 

" 

Pood  Poisoning .  ...  ... 

|  “ 

!  “ 

* ■ * 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ... 

J 

jm — 

To  Gal*'  0  0  9  9  0  9 

j 172  (26)101 

71 

j 

!  - 

3  (-) 

i  .  — 
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2.  TUBERCULOSIS 


not  if  fort  w  *hir2  s“°cessiv'6  year  no  case  of  tuberculosis  was 
lotit led  duo  one  death  occurred. 

1  aeathstf?omafLten/earS  tSere  haVe  been  only  13  new  oases  and 
%  aeatJls  from  the  pulmonary  form  of  this  disease. 

A  summary  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register  is  shown  in  Table  V 


TABLE  V 


On  register,  1st  January,  196i  ’  13  |  8 

•  j 

lew  notifications  . . .  i 

Transfers  from  other  distrjcts  i  11 

l  !  ; 

Deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis  ...  1  ;  - 

Deaths  of  cases  on  register  but  not 

due  to  Tuberculosis  . j  _  !  _ 

Removed  from  district  in  1961  . j *  j 


*  Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 
M  ,  F  i  M  P 


Total i 


0 


23 

2 

1 


dumber  of  cases  remaining  on 
register,  31st  December,  1961 


13 


0 


24 


24 


3.  UNIONISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

In  all  the  following  tables  the  figures  of  vaccinations  and 
immunisations  in  1961  have  "been  supplied  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer.  Other  figures  in  the  columns  'totals  now  vaccinated  or 
immunised'  and  ail  percentages  of  age  groups  are  my  estimates 
based  on  actual  figures  for  previous  years. 


(a)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 


!  !  Vaccinated  in  1961  |  Total  now  vaccinated  j 

xear  ox  birth  ;  2  injections  3  injections  !  2  injections 

.  _  x  _ _ _ _ _ — 

'57-' 61  !  69 

'46-' 56  i  14 

'43-' 45  I  4 

'33-' 42  i  23 

|  '21-' 32  and  :  52 

others 

1  ! 

38  !  179 

47  i  445 

6  i  109 

14  i  180 

73  i  98 

1 

Totals  j  162 

1 

178  |  1,011 

It  is  estimated  that  64/°  of  the  under  5’s  are  now  protected, 
71#  of  school  children  under  16  and  34#  of  those  between  16  and 
40.  These  figures  show  an  improvement  once  again  but  I  should 
like  to  see  them  even  higher. 

(b)  Smallpox  Vaccination 


| -  '  "  I"'"' 

Primary 

Age  group  '•  Vaccination 
!  in  1961 

j 

Total  now  ; 
Vaccinated 

1  — — -  -  1  — 3  —  —  - 

Under  5  \  44 

5-14  j  1 

i  15  and  over  !  1 

»  l 

138 

: 

j 

j 

•"t  1 

I  Total  |  46  ! 

Only  about  50#  of  children  under  5  have  been  vaccinated 
against  Smallpox.  This  figure  has  improved  during  the  past  thre< 
years  but  is  still  lower  than  is  desirable. 


(c)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
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r 


i  Year  of  1  Primary  j  1’ e-inforcing 

i  Birth  |  Immunisation  j  Inoculation 
in  1961  !  in  1961 

|  Total  number 
j  immunised 
at  end  of  1961  | 

1961  1  26 

I960  !  30  !  2 

1959  !  1  6 

1958  :  2  f  8 

1957  lii 

' 52-' 56  i  4  |  23 

' 47-' 51  j  1  j  i 

26 

42 

33 

45 

42 

231 

238 

Totals  |  65  j  4i 

657  j 

The  level  of 
to.be  satisfactory 
children  under  16 


immunisa cion  against  Diphtheria  continues 

»  0;i-  ‘tlic  under  5*s  and  over  80to  of  school 

being  protected. 


(d)  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 


Year  of  Birth 

* 

Number 
immunised 
in  1961 

^ - — — - — - 

Total  number 
immunised 
at  end  of  1961 

1961 

j  26 

26 

1960 

1  30 

42  I 

1959 

1958 

2 

34  1 

50  ; 

39  j 

24 

1957 

1 

'52-' 56 

!  4  i 

Totals 

62  ! 

- — - 1 

21  5  ! 

Whoo-n?nG  P61*06*1^3®6  of  children  under  5  protected  against 
are  fxcfudedSh  haS  n0W  reached  68^’  or  76^  if  the  under  l's 
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SECTION  IV 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 
AND  SANITARY  CIRCUITS TANCES  OP  THE  AREA 

1 .  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  completion  of  the  relaying  of  the  Rushenden  Road  main 
has  reduced  the  inconvenience  of  interrupted  supplies  in  areas 
dependent  upon  this  main. 

Once  again  part  of  the  Borough  has  had  the  benefit  of 
improved  quality  waters  derived  from  mainland  sources  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year.  Unfortunately  this  supply  could 
not  be  continued  during  the  summer  months  and  once  again  the 
Queenborough  system  suffered  from  the  presence  of  'bloodworms’. 
These  are  believed  to  be  a  consequence  of  the  aeration  of  the 
water  which  is  undertaken  to  rid  it  of  its  objectionable 
discolouration,  during  which  operation  midges  have  access  to 
the  water  and  lay  their  eggs  which  later  develop  into  larvae 
or  'bloodworms' .  In  order  to  effect  a  cure,  the  Board  proposes 
to  lay  a  main  from  Rushenden  Pumping  Station  to  Wallend  Pumping 
Station  where  Rushenden  waters  will  be  softened  and  filtered 
by  the  existing  treatment  plant.  In  effect  this  means,  that 
with  the  exceptions  of  dire  emergency ,  the  Borough  will  cease 
to  be  supplied  direct  from  this  source. 

The  consumption  of  water  during  1961  totalled  an 
estimated  58  million  gallons,  representing  approximately  52.6 
gallons/head/day ,  made  up  of  35.4  g/h/d  unmetered  (which  may 
be  considered  as  domestic  consumption)  and  17.2  g/h/d  metered 
(industrial).  The  whole  of  the  area  is  supplied  by  public 
water  mains  direct  to  the  houses. 

The  following  are  detolls  of  samples  taken  by  the  Water 
Board  - 


,i  1. 1  ...  .—  -.I.  ■  i.  ■■  i  -  -i  '  ""  ' 

i  No.  of  j  No.  of  samples  in  which  were  found  | 

| _ |  samples  '  Coliform  bacilli  j  Faecal  Coli  j 

!  Untreated  . . .  j  41  j  4  0 

!  Treated  . . .  j  40  :  4  2 

 .  ■  ■  . — -  - 
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2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Sewage  flows  by  gravitation  to  two  main  outfalls  in  South 
and  the  Chalk  Wharf.  It  is  stored  at  those  points  and 
released  with  the  ebb  tide  by  manually  operated  valves. 

As  I  mentioned  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  the  discharge  of 
untreated  sewage  from  the  Chalk  Wharf  and  South  Street  outfalls 
°!f+hglVG  riSG  t?  nuisance  if  the  discharge  does  not  coincide 
with  a  strong  ebb  tide,  and  the  condition  of  that  part  of  the 
Cr^ek  known  as  the  'Sluice'is  suggestive  that  the  crude 
effluent  is  sometimes  swept  up  the  Creek  and  not  immediately 
out  into  deep  water  of  the  Sv/ale  and  thence  to  the  Medway  and 


Discussions  have  already  taken  place  between  the  three 
island  Local  Authorities  and  consultants  have  been  asked  to 

+e^+u  Gn  n G .sewage  disposal  of  the  whole  Island  with  a  view 
o  the  lormation  of  a  Joint  Sewage  Disposal  Board. 

3.  SCHOOLS  SANITATION 

The  general  sanitary  arrangements  at  the  Schools  are 
satisfactory. 

4.  DISPOSAL  OP  REFUSE 

.Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  a  site 
adjoining  the  Borough  boundary  in  the  Whiteway  Road  area 
ldis  was  once  a  reasonably  isolated  locality  but  now  it  has 
ieen  developed  by  Murad,  Structural  Engineering  and  Abbott 
bahoratones,  this  no  longer  applies  and  a  new  site  will  have 


Monthly  applications  of  a  tip  dressing  to  prevent  fly 
dree  ing  and  periodical  baiting  for  rodents  is  carried  out. 
niy  minor  infestations  were  observed  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

.^cie  one  centrally  situated  public  convenience 
ovidmg  accommodation  and  washing  facilities  for  both  sexes 

>.  DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Two  premises  were  disinfested  for  cockroaches. 
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7.  MOSQUITO  CONTROL 

Ditches  were  treated  regularly  during  the  spring  and 
summer  months  with  an  oily  preparation  to  destroy  mosquito 
larvae,  and  although  mosquitoes  were  prevalent  in  late  spring, 
they  were  not  such  a  nuisance  during  the  summer  as  they  have 
sometimes  been  in  the  past. 

8 .  RODENT  CONTROL 

Number  of  infestations  by  rats  . . .  23 

Number  of  infestations  by  mice  ...  ...  ...  28 
Number  treated  by  local  authority  .  51 

The  Glue  &  Chemical  Works  employ  their  own  operator, 
otherwise  all  infestations  are  treated  by  the  Council. 

9 .  MORTUARY 

A.  nominal  fee  is  paid  annually  to  the  Medway  &  Gravesend 
Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  use  of  mortuary  facilities 
at  the  Sheppey  General  Hospital. 

10.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Maidstone  and  the  following 
speciments  were  examined  - 


Water 

Faeces 


•  o  •  •  •  • 

•  e  •  •  o  o 


81 

1 


SECTION  V 
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HOUSING 


1.  The  following  figures  show  building  progress  during  1961 
and  since  the  end  of  the  war  -  s  y 


During  Total  built 
1961  since  the  war 


Council  houses: 


Completed  . 

Under  construction 

22 

2 

234 

Private  enterprise: 

Completed  . 

— 

8 

The  following  is  an  analysis 
;he  Council  - 

of  the 

314  houses 

owned  by 

Bungalows  . 

Non-parlour  2-bedroomed  . . . 
Non-parlour  3-bedroomed  . . . 
Parlour  2-bedroomed 

Parlour  3-bedroomed 

Pre-war 

8 

63 

9 

Post-war 

18 

40 

36 

6 

134 

Total 

26 

40 

99 

6 

143 

,  "^e  9n<?  year  there  were  75  applicants 

'Ouncil's  waiting  list.  The  following  are  details  - 


on  the 


Queenborough  residents  in  rooms 

.  .  in  flats  or  houses 

Living  outside  Queenborough  in  rooms  . . . 

in  flats  or  houses 


20 

32 

16 

7 


.  Nos.  1  and  2  Rushenden  Cottages  were  purchased  by  agreement 
oiiowmg  a  representation  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  Three 

?aA&dTHSUSe?  in  Whiteway  Road  Standing  within  the  boundaries 
ADDott  Laboratories  were  demolished  during  the  year. 


pj  m-- 


•  Action  taken  by  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of  housing 
uring  the  year  is  summarised  below  - 


Clearance  A rea s 

Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  . . .  . . . 

Number  of  houses  demolished  which  were  included  by 

reason  of  bad  arrangement  . 

Number  of  houses  demolished  on  land  acquired  under 

Section  41(2)  Housing  Act,  1357  . 

Total  number  of  families  displaced  ...  ... 

Number  of  houses  included  in  areas  made  during  the 

Rous es  not  inc luded  in  Clear ano e  Areas 


Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  under  Section  17(1) 

Housing  Act ,  1357  . . .  . . 

Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under  Sec. 17(1)  Housing  Act,  1357 
Houses  closed  under  Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and  35(1)  ... 
Darts  of  buildings  closed  under  Sec.18  Housing  Act, 1357 

Houses  closed  under  Sections  17(3)  and  26  . 

Total  number  of  families  displaced 


year 


Depairs  in  the  period 


Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  as  a  result  of  informal  action  made  by  the 
Local  Authority  under  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts 
Public  Health  Acts  -  Action  after  formal  notice 
Housing  Act,  1357  -  formal  notice  -  Sections  3  and  16 
Houses  made  fit  under  Section  24  Housing  Act,  1357  ... 

Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use 

Under  Section  48  . 


14 


Purchase  of  houses  by  agreement 

In  Clearance  Areas  other  than  those  included  in  con¬ 
firmed  Clearance  Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  2 

Improvement  G-rants 

Number  of  applications  approved  .  7 

Totuxcost  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  *,3  ?  532 

Total  grants  made  . .  £1,765 

Rent  Act,  1357 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
Undertakings  by  Landlord  after  service  of  Form  J 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  cancelled 


•  »  • 
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SECTION  VI 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


1.  MILK 


There  are  no  producers 
butors  retail  the  following 


in  the  district  but 
designations  - 


twelve 


distri- 


Pasteurised 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

Sterilised 


3 

2 

9 


2.  ICE  CREAM 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  Borough 
Nine  premises  are  registered  for  its  sale  and  all  retail 

who  vLlt  th“d0Wntmak|S-  ElCre  are  also  two  NineSn? 
ho  visit  the  district  regularly  during  the  summer. 


pre¬ 
vendors 


3.  MEAT  AND  POOD  INSPECTION 


Icanteenfand  3re  ^de  of  butchers'  shops,  factory 

were  found  to  he  nr,???Vre?arine  plaoes-.  following  foods 
surrendered  -  ^  *  01  aumau  consumption  and  were  voluntarily 


Tinned  meat 
Tinned  fruit 


18  lb. 
4  lb. 


md  sent n+nGth COnfe^\ilGti .  ^  is  s_tained  with  naphthalene  green 
na  sent  to  the  Glue  &  Chemical  Works  for  processing  whilst 

pinned  and  other  foods  are  Buried  on  the  CoEciM  slip 


POOD  PREMISES 


(a)  The 
.nd  Drugs  Act 
959  - 


following  arc 
1955,  or  the 


premises  registered  under  the  Pood 
Milk  &  Dairies  (General)  Regulations, 


Premises  Inspections 


Ice  cream,  sale  and  storage  9 

Sausages,  manufacture  2 

Dairy . 1 


12 

10 

2 
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(b)  49  inspections  were  made  of  34  other  food  premises,  an 

analysis  of  which,  by  type  of  business,  appears  below  - 


Butchery  ...  ...  .  ...  3 

Grocery  ...  . .  .  ...  4 

General  stores  ...  .  . . 8 

Greengrocery  . . .  6 

Fishmonger  ...  ...  .  . .  1 

Baker  and  confectioner .  1 

Cafes  .o»  ...  ...  ®«o  ®o«  3 

Clubs  . o .  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Public  houses  . .  ...  6 


5.  PISH  FRYING 

There  is  now  only  one  fish  frying  establishment  and  this  is 
always  clean  and  well  kept. 

6.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

By  courtesy  of  Mr.  S.  Strugnell,  Chief  Inspector  of  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Department  of  the  Kent  County  Council,  I  am 
able  to  give  the  details  of  samples  taken  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year  - 


Almond  Flavouring  .  1 

Bitter  Beer  ...  .  . .  1 

Bitter  Lemon  Lollie  ...  ...  ...  1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence 

Sweetened  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Condensed  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dried  Fruit  ...  .  . . .  •  1 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Linseed  and  Liquorice  Lozenges  ...  I 

Milks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Mixed  Vegetable  Macedoine  ...  ...  1 

Mulcet  Tablets  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pineapple  Chunks  .  . . •  1 

Plain  Flour  ...  ...  .  1 

Pure  Dairy  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Raspberry  Flavour  Cream  Soda  .  1 

Whisky  ...  1 


All  of  the  above  samples  were  genuine. 
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SECTION  VII 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 
Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 
in  respect  of  the  year  1961  for  the 
Borough  of  Queenbo rough 


lRT  I  OF  THE  ACT  - 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

j  Inspections  , Written 
■'notices 

. 

|  Occupiers 
| prosecuted 

'actories  in  which  Secs 
1,2,  3,  4,  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth 
orities  (no  mechanical 
power)  . 

! 

1  1 
i 

j 

i 

• 

i 

i 

j 

i 

_  i 

actories  not  included 
above  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(mechanical  power)  , . . ' 

12 

i 

! 

i 

i 

I 

98  !  - 

1 

! 

• 

! 

! 

t 

; 

! 

i 

ther  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  enforced  by  j 
the  Local  Authority  j 

(excluding  outworkers’  i 

premises)  . ! 

— — 

1 

1 

I  { 

i  i 

!  i 

i 

i 

! 

7  '  : 

1  1  -  I 

i 

i 

i 

» 

Total  . !  i3 

I  f 

105  |  - 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  founds 


Particulars 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 


Referred 


Number  of 
cases  in  which  ! 
prosecutions  j 


1 

Pound  | 

i 

• 

Remedied 

to  ry  1 

H.M. 

Inspector ; 

.  ! 

v/ere  instituted 

j 

Want  of  cleanliness  (o.l)  ... 

,  j 

1 

! 

— 

1 

1 

i  Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  • • « 

- 

"" 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

” 

— 

! 

1 

— 

;  Inadequate  ventilation  (S . 4) 

- 

!  ; 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S .6)  . 

_ 

i  1 

i  _ 

i 

- 

|  Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
i  (a)  Insufficient  ...  ... 

- 

| 

1 

i 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

w!m 

i 

““ 

!  (c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

r 

- 

_ 

,  — “ 

\ 

!  Other  offences  ...  •  • « 

1 

, 

“ 

- — - - 

i 

To  Ceil.  000 

! 

- 

: 

| 

!  - 

3.  Part  VIII  of  the  Act  -  Outwork 

Number  of  outworkers 

0  *  0  0  9  0 

Nil 

APPENDIX  A 


Visits  and  Re-visits  during  1961 


Ashbins  . 

Filthy  conditions  . .  . 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation  ... 

Defective  drainage  . 

Drainage  repaired  . ! .*  [  .* 

Factories  and  other  premises  under  Factorie 

Halls  and  places  of  entertainment  . 

Public  health  interviews  ... 

Public  conveniences 
Rats  and  mice  ... 

Refuse  collection 
Schools 

Keeping  of  animals 
Water  supplies  ... 

Pet  shops  . 

Watercourses  ... 

Mosquito  control  ... 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Miscellaneous  housing  visits 
Meat  shops  and  vehicles  ... 

Fried  fish  shops  ... 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  .  ]  *  ’ 

Dairies  and  milk  shops  . 

Ice  cream  premises  ... 

Restaurants  and  cafes  ...  .* .  [ 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  ... 

Smoke,  dust  and  fumes  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  interviews 


s  Acts 


•  •  • 

©  ©  • 

•  ©  © 


7 

1 

1 

5 

5 

105 

6 
53 

4 

51 

30 

3 

2 

18 

2 

17 

12 

37 

7 

10 

8 

21 

2 

12 

17 


O 

o 
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APPENDIX  B 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied  in  1961 


Defective  sanitary  accoinmo Nation 

Drainage  repaired  . 

Sinks,  repaired  or  renewed  ... 
Waste  pipes,  repaired,  renewed  or 
Water  supplies,  defects  remedied 
Rainwater  pipes  and  eaves  gutters 
Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ... 

Walls  repaired  . 

Ceilings  repaired 

Dampness  remedied  . 

Wall  plaster  renewed  . 

floors  repaired  .  ... 

Windows  and  ventilation  repaired 
Woodwork  repaired  or  renewed  . . . 
fireplaces  and  stoves  repaired 
Refuse  receptacles  provided 
Accumulations  of  refuse  abated 


trapped 

•  ♦  •  • 

repaired 


•  •  •  •  o  • 

and  improved 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Trinity  Road, 

Sheerness. 


To  the  Sheerness  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  Sheerness  for  the  year  1961. 


According  to  the  Registrar-General's  estimate  for  mid  1961, 
the  population  of  the  town  fell  by  430  during  the  year  to  14,030. 
The  exodus  of  service  personnel  is  now  complete  and  this  piobaLi^y 
applies  to  Dockyard  families  too,  so  the  population  from  now  on 
should  rise  rather  than  fall.  The  natural  increase  m  population 
the  number  by  which  the  births  exceed  deaths,  was  46. 


251  births  were  registered  which  is  14  below  the  average  and 
less  than  the  figures  for  the  past  three  years.  The  corrected 
birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  17.0  as  compared  wion 
17.4  for  England  &  Wales. 


There  were  205  deaths,  10  more  than  in  I960 _ and  the  highest 
figure  since  the  war.  The  corrected  death  rate  is  15.7  aa  °ompar 
with  12.0  for  the  whole  country.  Nearly  half  of  all  the  deaths 
were  aged  over  75,  10  being  in  their  90's  and  12  others  over  85. 


There  were  5  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  giving 
a  rate  of  19.9  per  1,000  live  births.  The  10-year  average  for^tn 
town  is  23.8 'and  in  1961  for  England  &  Wales  it  was  21.4,  a  new 

low  record. 


Except  for  Measles  there  was  little  infectious  disease  durin 
the  year,  but  this  disease  made  amends  for  its  absence  in  the 
previous  two  years  and  the  epidemic  reacned  a  total  of  677  cases. 


The  1955  Slum  Clearance  programme  was  completed  when  eight 
clearance  areas  comprising  51  houses  were  submit led  at 
beginning  of  the  year  and  the  subsequent  Clearance  and  Compulso  j 
Purchase  Orders  were  all  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  later  m  the 
year,  one  of  them  after  a  Public  Inquiry 


I  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Jacob,  the  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector,  for  the  able  manner  m  which  he  has  . . 

duties  and  also  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committe 
for  their  help  and  consideration  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be , 


Your  obedient  servant , 

J.  T.  MURPHY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  I 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


AREA 


943  acres 


POPULATION 


As  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General 

for  mid-1961  .  14,030 

This  figure  is  430  less  than  the  I960  estimate. 


NUMBER  CP  INHABITED  HOUSES 


4,611 


RATEABLE  VALUE 


£173,784 


SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  PENNY  RATE  (estimated) 


•  •  « 


£  720 
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SECTION  II 


1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


6 . 

7. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Males 


Legitimate . . . 
Illegitimate . 
Totals. . 


0  0  0  0  8 


O  O  O  O  0  o 


ooooooooo 


133  (134) 
7  (9) 

140  (143) 


Females 

106  (119) 
5  (7) 

111  (126) 


Totals 

239  (253) 
12  (16) 
251  (269) 


BIRTH  RATE 

Crude  rate  per  1,000  population.. . .  17.9  (18.6) 

Corrected  rate . . «••  « . .  •  *  17.0  (17.7) 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales. . .  17.4  (17.1) 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  ...  12 

This  is  4.8  per  cent  of  total  live  Births. 

STILLBIRTHS 

Males  Female 

Legitimate . .  2  (3) 

Illegitimate .............  -  (-) 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  Births.. .  15.7 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales. . . 

INFANT  DEATHS  ...............  5 


1  (2) 

1  (-) 


18.7 


Totals 

3  (5) 

1  (-) 

(18 o  2) 

(19.8) 


Infant  death  rate  per  1,000  live  Births. 


19.9 


Rate  for  England  &  Wales.  . . .  21.4 

Number  of  legitimate  infant  deaths . .  5 

Number  of  illegitimate  infant  deaths...... .  0 

Number  of  neo-natal  deaths  (under  4  weeks).....  2 

Number  of  early  neo-natal  deaths  (under  1  week)  2 
Number  of  peri-natal  deaths  (stillbirths  and 

deaths  under  1  week  combined)  . .  6 

MATERNAL  DEATHS  ...........  Nil 

DEATHS 

Crude  rate  per  1,000  population. ...............  14.6 

Corrected  rate . . . .  13.  ( 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales . . . . . . 


(26.0) 

(21.9) 


(13.5) 

(12.5) 

(11.5) 


205  deaths  were  registered,  101  males  and  104  females.  As 
in  I960,  50$  of  them  were  duo  to  heart  disease  and  associated 
conditions;  respiratory  diseases  caused  13$  as .  J!1. 

while  cancer  caused  only  I6p  compared  with  19$  m  I960.  Suicidp 
homicide  and  all  accidents  totalled  12  as  compared  with  only  ^ 
the  year  before. 

(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  I960) 
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Table  I  shows  the  number  of  deaths  allocated  to  the  area  by 
2  Registrar-General.  ^ 


TABLE  I 


Cause 


•Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

, Tuberculosis,  other  . 

■Syphilitic  disease  . 

■  Diphtheria . . 

■  alio  oping  Cough  . . 

Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis  ...  ... 

Measles  . . 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases' 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . ! 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ...! 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . j 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  . . . j 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

Diabetes  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease  . 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

Influenza . . . 

Pneumonia . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  and  abortion 

Congenital  malformations  . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

A.11  other  accidents 

n  •  •  i  ®  0  •  o  o  0  000 

Suicide 

j  .  •••  •<•  «..  ...  ... 

iomicide  and  operations  of  war 


•  •  •  I 


All  causes 


Males 

;  Females 

i 

Total 

1 

(-) 

2  (-) 

3 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

-  (-) 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

-  (-) 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

-  (-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

-  (-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

-  (-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

-  (-) 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

-  (-) 

1 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

-  H 

— 

(1) 

1 

(3) 

2  (4) 

3 

(7) 

6 

(14) 

1  (1) 

7 

(15) 

— 

(-) 

1  (3) 

1 

(3) 

— 

(-) 

1  (-) 

1 

(-) 

13 

(3) 

8  (8) 

21 

(in 

— 

(“) 

-  (2) 

— 

(2) 

1 

a) 

2  (-) 

3 

(1) 

15 

(15) 

11(19) 

26 

(34) 

18 

(4) 

11(10) 

29 

(14) 

3 

(3) 

1  (2) 

4 

(5) 

9 

(16) 

25(15) 

34 

(31) 

3 

(8) 

6  (5) 

9 

(13) 

— 

(-) 

1  (-) 

1 

(-) 

6 

(5) 

1  (3) 

7 

(8)1 

12 

(7) 

5  (6) 

17 

(13) 

— 

(d  i 

2  (2) 

2 

(3) 

3 

(-) 

-  (-) 

3 

(-)■ 

— 

(2)  i 

-  (-) 

— 

(2) 

— 

(i)  ! 

2  (-) 

2 

(1) 

1 

(S)  i 

-  (-) 

1 

(3) 

- 

(-)  ! 

-  (-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(2)  ! 

2  (-)i 

2 

(2) 

2 

(6) 

13(13) 

15 

(19) 

2 

(1) 

2  (-) 

4 

(1) 

2 

(-) 

3  (1) 

5 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

1  (-) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

1  (-)j 

2 

(-) 

01(101)  | 

104(94)| 

205(195) 

(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  I960) 
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The 

occurred 

followin 

-g 

table 

shows  the 

TABLE 

age 

II 

groups 

in 

which 

the 

deaths 

i 

t 

i  Under 

j 

i 

! 

! 

|  j 

i 

j 

i  85 

j 

1 

1- 

-  !  5-  ; 

15-  !  25- 

35- 

!  45-  i 

55- 

65- 

75- 

and 

| 

i 

T 

i 

;  year  ■ 

1 

: 

i  .  - 

i 

:  J 

i 

. 

:  over 

.  .  — ■ 

:  Males 

j  1  ! 

_ 

!  1  1 

-  i  i 

2 

|  8  ; 

12 

31 

39 

!  6 

!  Females 

4 

1 

i  1  1 

1  !  2 

4 

4  * 

7 

:  27 

37 

!  16 

The  average  age  at  death  was:- 

68.8  (68.1  in  I960) 

69.3  (66.5)  for  the  males  and 

68.3  (69.5)  for  the  females. 

Two  males  reached  over  90  years,  the  oldest  being  92;  the 
oldest  female  was  93  and  eight  reached  to  over  90  years  of  age. 


8 .  INPANT  MORTALITY 

There  were  5  infant  deaths  during  1961,  2  less  than  in  the 
previous  year,  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

is  19.9. 

Taken  as  an  average  over  the  past  10  years  this  rate  is  23.3. 
The  rate  for  England  &  Wales  again  reached  a  new  low  record  of 

21.4  in  1961.  The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  deaths: 


. TABLE  III 

i 

Sexi 

i 

Age 

Place  of 

Place  of 

Cause 

. 

Birth 

Death 

Congenital  heart  disease 

Multiple  congenital  abnormalities 

1 

j 

P 

3  days 

• 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Cyanotic  attacks 

Prematurity  (extreme)  ...  ... 

p 

3  days 

j  Hospital 

Hospital 

. 

Acute  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ... 

1  M 

2  months!  - 

Home 

J  Broncho  pneumonia  ...  ...  ... 

i 

F 

; 

3  months 

j 

! 

Hospital 

j  Respiratory  infection 
|  Congestive  cardiac  failure 
j  Congenital  hypoplastic 
j  aortic  arch  ...  ...  ... 

I 

i 

1 

| 

! 

i  F 

1 

. 

,7  months 

1 

1 

1  .  -  • 

i 

i 

j 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Home 

SECTION  III 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 

*  .  There  was  an  epidemic  of  measles  in  1961  and  677  cases  were 
otified,  Dut  even  “this  was  lower  than  the  1955  outbreak  when 
59  occurred.  This  was  not  unexpected  as  there  had  been  very 
ittle  in  1959  and  I960.  Starting  in  early  spring  with  sporadic 
ases,  it  erupted  in  May  and  June  and  almost  all  of  them  occurred 
n  those  two  months.  The  cases  were  spread  fairly  evenly  over 
he  lower  age  groups  and  whilst  the  disease  was  mild  in  character 
s  has  been  the  custom  of  recent  years,  unfortunately  one  death 
ccurred  of  a  boy  of  5  years  caused  by  encephalitis  due  to  measles. 

Other  infectious  disease  occurred  only  in  small  numbers, 
carlet  Fever  (5)  and  Whooping  Cough  (16)  both  being  well  below 
he  average.  The  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were  all  of  the 
ajnily  type  involving  five  households.  Members  of  the  general 
ublic  were  not  at  risk.  Two  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  occurred 
n  one  family. 


TABLE  IV 


Disease 


ci 

-p 

o 

EH 


Age  groups 


i — I 


u  ! 

CD  1 
nd  ' 

3  j 


CM  |  i 


CPi 

I 

ITS 


I 

o 


CM 


LOi 

rH 


■'d- 


LPi 

CM 


'=d- 

CO 


U"\ 

I 


CD 

f> 

O 

Si 

cti 

LT\ 

CO 


Scarlet  Fever  . . . 
looping  Cough 

Seasles . 

Pneumonia 
Erysipelas  ... 
dysentery 
Pood  Poisoning 
Pul.  Tuberculosis 


5  ! 
16 
677 
2 

I 

3  ; 

12  ! 

3  i 


3 

17 


— r 

i  ! 


59 


2 

87 


3 

87 


!  1 
!‘  84 


2 

7 

333 


8 


1  i  _ 


1 


1 

1 

3 

1 


2  i 

1  i 

1  j 

3  ; 

2  I 


1 

1 


Totals 


72 0  !  21 


60  ;  90 


90  !  85  1342  i  11 


6 
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Table  V  shows  the  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  as  compared,  with  those  notified  in  I960,  removals 
to  hospital  and  the  number  of  deaths  according  to  the  Registrar- 
General's  classification. 


TABLE  V 


J 

i 

j 

Disease 

l  •  ; 

1  1 

1 

! 

!  .......  1 

Total 

Total  (I960) 

Males 

Females 

Removed  to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Deaths  (I960) 

|  j 

1  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  •  » . 

5  (40) 

3 

2 

— 

-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 

1  (-) 

\  Whooping  Gough  ...  . 

16  (20) 

-  (-) 

6 

10 

— 

Dinhth^ria  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... ! 677  (4) 

336 

341 

i  Acute  Pneumonia  (primary  or 

influenzal) 

2  (6) 

1 

1 

— 

1  (8) 

-  (-) 
-  (-: 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-: 
-  (-) 
-  (-: 
-  (-: 
i  -  (-) 
-  (-) 
i  -  (-: 

i  3  (-: 

1  -  W 

i 

^ - 

|  Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ... 

3  (2) 

-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 

2 

1 

— 

j  Meningococcal  Infection  . 

1  Acute  Poliomyelitis  -  Para  . 

i  Non-  Para 

— 

. 

j  Acute  Encephalitis  -  Infective 

— 

Post-Infectious 

— 

— 

I  Dysentery  ...  . 

2  (2) 

-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 

“  H 

2 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

“ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

Smallpox  •••  • • •  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

i 

Typhoid  ...  ...  . .  ... 

i 

i  — 

! 

Malaria  .  ...  . 

Food  Poisoning .  . 

|  12  (4) 

4 

i  8 

1  -i 

!  2 

) 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ... 

3  (7) 

-  (-) 

|  2 

1 

2 

I 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

i 

i 

— 

!  ” 
i - 

To  "tQils  9  0  0  •  •  • 

i 

1 

'720  (85) 

356 

i 

1364 

1 

1 

r* 

i 

i 

i  5  (8) 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 
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usi;  ever  recorded. 


lowest 

been  11.  Thre 
)tif  ied ,  were 


10 

is 


The  _ _ 

3Wd+ttllS,~°ne  °f  which  kad~not^been  previously 

fe  of  84,  the  others  wcr!Tonl?eso  A1Jh^gh  0ne  had  reached  the 
ic  case  of  the  last-nim-d  !wh5°  and  44^nGars  of  age  and  in 
fusal  to  accept  proper' 'treatment  Probably  accelerated 


|berculosis?rG  "°  °aSCS  °f>  or  deaths  to  non-Pulmo„ary 


cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosi- 

recent  average  for  this  disease 


.3  were  notified 


by 


TABLE  IV 


J 

i 

' 

Non- 

! 

j 

•  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

j  Total 

M 

i 

P 

]  M 
| 

P 

1 

j 

l  Register,  1st  January,  1361 

00 

54 

4— - 

! 

!  3 

-i - . 

( 

I  7 

1 

147  ; 

w  notifications 

,SoS  not  notified  before  death 

- — 

\  j 

1  2 

1 

j _ 

1 

1 

- 1 

3 

ansters  from  other  districts 

1  a  : 

i  4 1 

1  1 — 1 

f 

j  _ 

1 

5 

aths  due  to  Tuberculosis 

!  1! 

;  1 

1  | 

p 

1 

3 

aths  of  cases  on  register  but  not* 

CL 

!  “ 

due  to  Tuberculosis 

!  1 

1  | 

moved  from  district  during’year* 
covered  0  J 

. 

l  0  | 

;  -  i 

"  ! 

1  C\J  1 

:  ! 

3 

2 

”  1 

nb^r  ox  cases  remaining  on 
lister  31st  December,  1361 

00 

CTi 

52 

3 

! 

! 

7  1 

1 

148 
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3. 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


In  all  the  following  tables  the  figures  of  vaccinations  and 
immunisations  in  1961  have  boon  supplied  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer.  Other  figures  in  the  columns  ’totals  now  vaccinated  or 
immunised*  and  all  percentages  of  age  groups  are  my  estimates 
based  on  actual  figures  for  previous  years. 

(a)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 


i  Year  of  Birth 


2 


Vaccinated  in  1961 
injections  3  injections 

i 


Total  now 
vaccinated 

injections  3  injectior! 


' 57-' 61 

312 

256 

886 

619 

*46-' 56 

128 

187 

2,189 

1,984 

' 43-f  45 

27 

31 

493 

330 

1  33-' 42 

164 

106 

909 

527 

j  '  21- ' 32  and 
others 

386 

311 

968 

612 

j  —  ■■■■■■  ■  ■—  — 

Totals 

1,017 

891 

5,445 

4,072 

1,017  were  vaccinated  (2  injections)  during  1961  as  compared 
with  716  in  I960.  69 $  of  the  under  5's  are  now  protected,  72$  of 
school  children  under  the  age  of  16  and  about  40$  of  those  aged 
between  16  and  40.  These  figures  show  that  the  level  of  protectioi 
for  all  children  has  slightly  increased  while  amongst  the  adults  a 
more  reasonable  level  has  been  reached. 


(b)  Smallpox  Vaccination 


j 

j  Age  group 

Primary 

Total  now 
vaccinated 

.  - - 

Under  5 

151 

724 

i — 1 

1 

LP\ 

5 

— 

i  15  and  over 

i 

i 

3 

1 

Total 

159 

At  the  end  of  the  year  about  57$  of  all  children  under  5  Y sari 
of  age  had  been  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  as  compared  with  the 
slightly  higher  figure  of  59$  the  year  before. 
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(c)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Year  of  j 
Birth 


Primary 
Immunisation 
in  1961 


Be-inforcing 
Inoculation 
in  1961 


1 

7 

6 

13 

121 

18 


166 


70$ 

r 


of  all 


Total  number 
immunised 
at  end  of  1961 


102 

212 

207 

198 

175 

1,126 

1,206 


3,226 


under  l's  are  exclud 
15  years  of  age. 


children  under  5 
d)  and  over 


are  protected  (76$  if  the 
807°  of  school  children  under 


(d)  Whooping  Cough  Immuni  sation 


Year  of  Birth 


1961 
1960 
1959 
1958 
1957 
'52-* 56 

Totals 


Number 
immunised 
in  1961 


Total  number 
immunised 
at  end  of  1961 


The  level  of  protection  against 
risen  to  71$  of  all  children  under  5 


Whooping  Cough  has  now 
years  of  age. 
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SECTION  IV 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OE  HEALTH  SERVICES 
AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OE  THE  AREA 

1 .  WATER  SUPPLY 

Minor  improvements  by  way  of  increased  pressures  have  been 
carried  out  in  supplies  to  the  Urban  District.  New  trunk  mains 
from  Broadway  to  Chapel  Street,  Blue  Town,  and  Halfway  Road  to 
New  Road  have  been  authorised  by  the  Board.  In  addition  a 
minor  extension  at  West  Minster  has  been  authorised.  All  these 
schemes  will  result  in  improved  supplies  and  pressures  to  Mile 
Town,  Blue  Town  and  Queensway,  West  Minster  areas  when  the  works 
are  completed. 

The  consumption  of  water  for  the  year  totalled  an  estimated 
156  million  gallons,  representing  an  average  consumption  of  30.4 
gallons/head/day  made  up  of  29.1  g/h/d  unmetered  (which  may  bo 
considered  as  domestic  consumption)  and  1.3  g/h/d  metered 
(industrial  or  non-domestic) . 

The  whole  of  the  area  is  sujjplied  by  public  water  mains 
direct  to  the  houses  with  the  exception  of  13  houses  in  the 
Harbour  Estate  (formerly  H.H.  Dockyard)  which  have  a  piped 
supply  from  the  Estate's  own  bore. 

The  following  are  details  of  samples  taken  by  the  Water 
Board  and  the  Health  Department  - 


Supply 

No.  of  j  No .  of  samples  in  which  were  found 
samples  1  Coliform  bacilli  ;  Eaecal  coli 

— 

Untreated  . . . 

83  >  9  |  1 

Treated 

49  i  4  ;  1 

Private  Sources  - 

i  1 

!  i  ! 

Treated 

22  j  2  j 

2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Sewage  is  collected  at  two  main  pumping  stations.  The  canal 
station  deals  with  sewage  from  the  Marine  Town  area,  the  newer 
parts  of  Mile  Town  and  the  new  housing  estates.  The  sewage  from 
these  areas  collects  in  a  tide  lock  storage  tank  at  West  Minster, 
whence  it  flows  out  to  sea  by  gravity  at  low  tide  or  is  pumped^ 
out  at  high  tide.  Sewage  from  Blue  Town  and  the  older  part  of 
Mile  Town  is  collected  at  'Jest  Minster  pumping  station  and  this 
is  also  pumped  out  to  sea.  Bour  subsidiary  lifting  stations  are 
used  throughout  the  town  and  the  sewage  is  screened  either  at  one 
of  the  lifting  stations  or  at  the  main  pumping  station,  but  is 
not  otherwise  treated. 
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The  discharge  is  taken  to  a  point  below  low  water  mark  in 
the  River  Medway ,  1350  feet  from  the  shore.  Float  tests  taken 
by  the  Engineer  &  Surveyor  from  the  point  of  outfall  have  shown 
that  tidal  currents  quickly  sweep  the  discharge  into  the  deep 
water  round  Garrison  Point  and  out  into  the  main  channel  of  the 
Thames  Estuary.  Periodical  inspections  of  the  beaches  have 
shown  no  evidence  of  sewage  being  washed  onto  the  foreshore  and 
no  complaints  of  such  fouling  have  been  received. 

The  Jieerness  Harbour  estate  sewerage  system  is  independent 
of  the  Council's  and  discharges  direct  to  the  Thames. 

3.  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE 

Refuse  disposal  by  controlled  tipping  is  undertaken  jointly 
by  the  Sheerness  U.D.C,  and  the  Sheppey  R.D.C.  and  the  tip  is 
situated  at  Windmill  Creek  in  the  Rural  District. 


There  is  a  weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  and  a  twice 
weekly  collection  from  the  business  area  of  the  town.  In  order 
to  prevent  the  deposit  on  vacant  land  of  discarded  bedding, 
furniture  and  other  large  items,  the  Council  have  introduced  an 
experiment  of  special  collections  at  intervals  of  about  six 
weeks  from  premises  requesting  this  service. 

A.  SCHOOLS  SANITATION 

xne  new  extension  uo  the  Roman  Catholic  School  in  New  Road 
las  been  completed.  This  follows  post-war  extensions  to  the 
Broadway  School,  Boys'  Technical.  School,  County  Secondary  Girls' 
school,  Rose  Street  Junior  School  and  the  construction  of  the 
ie\v  infants'  school  on  the  Queensway  Housing  estate. 

All  schools  are  on  main  drainage  with  water  flush  closets. 
Che  washing  and  cooking  facilities  at  school  canteens  are 
maintained  at  a  high  standard. 

3.  SWIMMING  POOL 

There  is  one  swimming  pool  open  to  the  general  public  and 
his  is  owned  and  maintained  by  the  Council.  It  is  72  ft.  wide, 
pO  ft.  long  and  has  a  capacity  of  310,000  gallons.  The  bath 
ls  emptied  and  cleansed  during  the  winter  and  filled  with  sea 
irater  at  the .  start  of  the  season.  Sea  water  is  also  used  for 
regular  topping-up.  The  pool  is  open  from  Whitsun  to  September 
ipproximately  ana  on  an  average  30—40,000  persons  use  the  pool 
Luring  this  period. 
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The  method  of  purification  used  is  pressure  filtration, 
aeration  and  breakpoint  chlorination.  Panacide  sodium  technical 
solution  is  used  aij  an  algicide  and  sodium  carbonate  for  main¬ 
taining  a  satisfactory  pH  value.  Regular  chlorine  residual 
tests  are  undertaken  to  check  that  purification  is  operating 
satisfactorily.  Four  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  two  of  these,  taken  on  the  same  day,  showed 
very  slight  B.coli  contamination. 

6 .  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


The  new  sea  front  conveniences  opposite  the  Railway 
Station  were  completed  during  the  year  and  have  made  better 
provision  for  the  increased  demand  for  these  facilities  by 
summer  visitors  to  the  town. 


In  spite  of  regular  maintenance,  complaints  occasionally 
arise  through  persons  misusing  toilets  and  damaging  the  locks 
in  the  public  conveniences.  Consideration  was  given  to  the 
recommendation  to  remove  turnstiles  but  no  decision  had  been 
made  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

7.  LETHAL  CHAMBER  FOR  CATS  AND  DOGS 

The  lethal  chambers  supplied  by  the  R.S.P.C.A.  and  main¬ 
tained  by  the  Council  for  the  destruction  of  sick  and  aged 
animals,  were  used  for  98  cats  and  74  dogs  during  the  year, 

33  animals  less  than  in  I960.  Two  of  these  were  strays 
brought  in  by  the  Police. 

8.  CAMPING  SITES 

The  three  sites  were  operated  satisfactorily.  All  are 
provided  with  mains  drainage  and  water  supply  and  have  regular 
refuse  collections.  Their  use  is  restricted  to  the  holiday 
season  and  there  are  no  residential  sites  in  the  district. 


9.  DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

(a)  Eight  premises  were  disinfected  after  cases  of 
infectious  disease. 


(b)  The  following  are  details  of  46  disinfestations  - 


Beg  bugs 

Fleas 

Ants  .  .  . 

Beetles 

Cockroaches 

Wasps 

Flie  s 


5 

11 

4 

2 

16 

7 

1 
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10.  MOSQUITO  CONTROL 


There  were  a,  f g w  c oio.pl a, i nt s  early  in  the  year  from  resid¬ 
ents  near  watercourses.  The  regular  treatment  of  breeding 


places  with  a 
was  o  ont i nue  d 


lar^ 

and 


ieidal  oil 


as  rracr 


ised 


no 


i n  p r c v : o u s  years 


further  compla'j i. Is  were  received 


11. 


ROLENT 


CONTROL 


(a)  Sui f ace  infestations  —  There  was  a  considerable 
reduction  in  the  number  of  complaints  received  compared  with 
19o0  and  infestations  of  rats  were  51  less  and  mice  78  less. 

Number  of  properties  inspected  after  complaint  93 

Number  found  to  be  infested  by  rats  .  63 

Number  found  to  be  infested  by  mice  ...  ...  30 

(b)  Sewers  -  A  sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  in  August 
and  September  when  53  baits  were  laid,  26  of  these  were  not 
taken  and  the  remaining  27  were  baited  at  intervals  until 
feeding  ceased  as  the  following  summary  indicates  - 


No  takes  Part  takes  Complete  takes 

53  first  poison  baits  ... 

27  second  poison  baits  . . . 

14  third  poison  baits 
11  fourth  poison  baits  . . . 

12.  MORTUARY 

A  nominal  fee  is  paid  annually  to  the  Medway  &  Gravesend 
hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  use  of  the  mortuary 
facilities  at  the  Sheppey  General  Hospital. 

13.  CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

There  have  been  no  smoke  control  problems  from  business 
Dr  domestic  premises  in  the  area  and  the  Council  have  not  made 
any  smoke  control  areas.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the 
consultant  engineers  for  the  proposed  steel  works  to  be  located 
in  well  Marsh,  Blue  Town,  were  approached  so  that  liaison  could 
DC  established  at  the  earliest  possible  time  and  in  addition 
i.ri.  Inspector  of  Alkali  and  other  Works  was  informed  of  the 
project  as  it  appeared  some  of  the  processes  might  be  regis¬ 
trable  under  the  Alkali  etc.  Works  Regulation  Act.  The  Council 
are  eager  to  have  new  industries  in  the  town  and  it  is  hoped 
these  proposed  works  will  be  so  efficiently  equipped  and  " 
Dperated  that  there  will  be  no  risk  of  atmospheric  pollution  as 
the  town  has  always  enjoyed  a  clean  atmosphere  which  is  essential 
to  its  sea  front  amenities. 


26 

24 

3 

13 

14 

3 

11 

11 
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14.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

One  of  the  most  difficult  problems  in  relation  to  the 
welfare  of  old  people  is  that  of  persons  likely  to  be  in 
need  of  care  and  attention  who  require  more  assistance  than 
can  be  provided  in  their  homes,  but  who  cannot  be  persuaded 
to  accept  better  care  in  hospital  or  in  residential  accommo¬ 
dation  provided  by  the  County  Council.  During  the  year  14 
visits  were  made  to  several  old  people,  the  health  department 
working  in  liaison  with  the  general  practitioners  and  the 
district  officer.  No  formal  proceedings  were  taken  under  the 
Act . 

15.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Maidstone  and  the  following 
specimen's  were  examined  - 


Water  ...  ...  . .  •  154 

Swimming  Pool  water  ...  ...  ...  4 

Milk  .  52 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  4 

Cockles  .  . 

Miscellaneous  food  .  4 

Faeces  ...  ...  . .  41 
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HOUSING 

1.  Provision  of  accomodation 

The  construction  01  lo  flits  (Laurel  House,  Short  Street) 
vas  practically  completed  during  the  year  and  they  were 
occupied  in  January  1S62.  The  completion  of  St.  George's  Court 
?r°Vired  30  {lats  for  aSed  persons  together  with  flat  for 
resident  warden,  recreation  and  laundry  rooms.  This  scheme 
included  electric  under-floor  heating  and  these  tenancies  also 
commenced  in  January  1962,  making  available  in  the  town  20 
louses  which  were  too  large  for  their  aged  occupants. 

-  T7.ThS  construction  of  30  flats  in  3  blocks  at  Sheppey  Street 
m a  Last  Lane,  Blue  Town,  was  commenced  during  the  year  and 
nnders  were  received  and  approved  for  the  erection  of  20 

louses  on  the  No.  7  site  (New  Hoad  near  its  junction  with 
Jueensway). 

.  houses  in  Trinity  Hoad  were  purchased  from  the 
l  miralty  and  6  of  these  were  vacant  and  were  let  after 
-mprovements  to  kitchens  and  bathrooms. 

Housing  needs 

An  analysis  and  check  of  the  waiting  list  towards  the 
n  of  the  year  indicated  a  total  of  202  applicants  of  which 
°  without  separate  accommodation  and  a  further  45  had 

■ee  of  larger  accommodation  or  were  sharing  some  amenities. 

Slum  clearance 

Councl1  accepted  official  representations  in  respect 
pi  houses  which  were  contained  in  9  Clearance  Apeas.  Orders 
n  respect  of  these  areas  wer.  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  with- 
ut  modification,  in  one  instance  after  a  Public  Inquiry  into 
ejections .  The  areas  contained  the  following  properties  - 

High  Street  No.  1  Clearance  Order,  1961 

High  Street:  Nos.  147,  147a,  149  and  149a 

High  Street  No.  2  Clearance  Order,  1961 

High  Street:  Nos.  238,  240,  242,  244,  246  and  248 
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Chapel  Row  Clearance  Order,  1961 

Hope  Streets  Nos.  135,  135a,  135h,  137  and  137a. 
Chapel  Rows  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6  and  7 

Charles  Street  Clearance  Order,  1961 

Charles  Streets  Nos.  16,  18  and  18a. 

Railway  Road  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1961 
Railway  Roads  Nos.  5,  6,  7  and  8 

Bell  Alley  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1961 
Bell  Alleys  Nos,  14,  20  and  22 

Chapel  Street  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1961 
High  Streets  No  .  49 
Chapel  Streets  Nos.  2,  4  and  6 

Rose  Street  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1961 

Rose  Streets  Nos.  12,  14,  16,  18 ,  24,  26,  28, 

30,  32,  34,  36,  38,  40,  42  and  44 

4.  Closing  Orders  were  made  on  two  houses,  Nos.  222  and  224 
High  Street  and  a  Demolition  Order  on  No.  7  High  Street,  Blue 
Town. 

The  rehousing  of  families  from  these  houses  and  the  nine 
clearance  areas  will  complete  the  Council's  5-year  programme 
made  under  the  Housing  Repairs  &  Rents  Act,  1954. 

5.  The  following  properties  were  demolished  during  the  year 

No.  5/7/9  Hope  Street. 

No.  17  Union  Street,  Blue  Town. 

Nos.  2,  4  and  6  Chapel  Street,  Blue  Town. 


1 


1 
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?•  Action  taken  by  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of  housing 
is  summarised  below  -  ° 

Cloaranco  Areas 

Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  .  .  5 

Number  of  houses  demolished  which  were  included  by 

reason  of  bad  arrangement  ...  , , ,  #  o  e  _ 

Number  of  houses  demolished  on  land  acquired  under 

Section  43(2)  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  . 

Number  of  families  displaced  from  Clearance  Areas  15 

houses  not  in  Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  under  Section  17 

Housing  Act,  1957  . . 

Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal 
or  informal  procedure  under  Section  17  Housing 

pi  ^  . .  •  ... 

Olosed  m  pursuance  of  an  undertaking  given  by 

owners  under  Section  17  of  Housing  Act,  1957  ... 

Closed  as  a  result  of  Closing  Orders  under  Sections 

17(3)  and  26  Housing  Act,  1957 

Parts  of  builciings  closed  under  Section  18  Housing 

Act ,  1957  •  •  •  . 

Total  number  of  families  displaced  . 

Repairs  in  the  period 

Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  as  a  result  of  informal 
action  made  by  the  Local  Authority  under  Housing 

or  Public  Health  Acts  .  # 

Public  Health  Acts  -  Action  after  formal  notice  .  .  . 

Housing  Act,  1957  -  formal  notice  ...  ... 

Purchase  of  houses  by  agre e me nt 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  (not  confirmed  Clearance 
Orders  or  C. P.O.'s)  purchased  in  the  year  ... 

Rent  Act,  1957 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
Undertakings  by  landlords  ..."  ......  *“ 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued 
No.  of  Certificates  cancelled  . 


73 

8 


2 

2 


ho  +^+e  Council  approved  55  applications  for  improvement  grants 

o  ,  °  al  cos'b  of  the  works  being  £17,750  and  the  grants  totalled 
°)150  approximately. 
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SECTION  VI 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOP 


1.  The  "business  conducted  from  premises  in  poor  structural 
condition,  referred  to  in  last  year's  report,  was  closed  and 
the  premises  demolished,  the  site  being  sold  for  the  erection 
of  a  "supermarket". 

The  premises  of  one  large  store  were  enlarged  and  refitted, 
lirovision  of  refrigerated  store  room  for  frozen  foods,  well- 
equipped  staff  rooms,  first-aid  room  and  staff  canteen  being 
included. 

Some  of  the  xiremises  in  the  Mile  Town  area  proposed  for 
redevelopment  are  in  poor  structural  condition  and  although 
provided  with  essential  facilities  cannot  be  considered  in 
all  respects  satisfactory,  their  condition  rendering  further 
improvements  virtually  impossible  with  the  existing  structures. 

2 .  MILK  SUPPLY 

There  are  37  registered  distributors  of  pasteurised  and 
sterilised  milk.  One  pasteurising  plant  operates  in  the  area 
and  improvements  at  this  dairy  are  planned  shortly.  There  are 
no  milk  producers  in  the  area.  Supplies  to  the  town  have 
continued  as  in  previous  years ,  pasteurised  milk  from  the  plant 
referred  to  and  from  a  dairy  in  the  adjoining  rural  district , 
supplemented  by  sterilised  milk  obtained  from  two  wholesale 
supplies . 

Routine  sampling  of  these  designated  milks  indicated 
satisfactory  heat  treatment,  although  two  samples  from  each 
of  the  two  pasteurising  plants  failed  the  methylene  blue  test. 
52  samples  were  taken,  28  pasteurised  and  24  sterilised. 

3.  ICE  CREAM 

Premises  registered  for  manufacture .  1 

Premises  registered  for  sale  and  storage.. 51 

As  stated  previously  the  bulk  of  ice  cream  sold  is 
manufactured  by  firms  of  national  repute,  one  premises  locally 
makes  a  'cold  mix'  product  and  another  retails  the  1 softa' 
freeze  ice  cream. 

Pour  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination, 
two  were  grade  1,  one  grade  3  and  one  grade  4.  .'lb®  locally 
manufactured  product  was  grade  1.  The  results  indicate  the 
constant  need  for  care  in  retailing,  the  samples  being  from 
bulk  supplies  at  the  point  of  sale  and  not  pre-packed. 
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4.  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


(a)  Supplies  of  meat 
at  Chatham  and  Canterbury, 
meat  was  satisfactory. 


a±*e  obtained  mainly  from  wholesalers 
The  transport  and  handling  of  the 


,  +v  (k)  Arrangements  for  disposal  of  condemned  butchers'  meat 

Hnh+h  dleppey  Gluf  &  Chemical  Works  after  treatment  with 
naphthalene  green  have  continued  as  in  previous  years  and  otho-r 
condemned  foods  are  incinerated.  y 


l  The  following  are  details  of  food  found  unfit  for 

uman  consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered  — 


Beef 
Ham 

Bacon  ... 

Various  cooked  sliced  mea- 
Sheep's  spleens 
Sausages 
Tinned  meat  ... 

Tinned  offals 
Tinned  soups  and  stews 

Fresh  fish  . 

Tinned  fish  . 

Vegetables 
Tinned  vegetables 
Tinned  fruit  ... 

Tinned  fruit  juice  . . . 
Butter  ...  ... 

w  9  0  O  9  0  9 

Cheese  ...  ... 

Tinned  cream  ... 

Tinned  milk  ... 

Cereals 

Tinned  rice  ... 

Pastry  ... 

Puddings 

Cake  and  biscuits 

Pork  Pie  . 

Sugar  ... 

Condiments 
Confectionery 
Pickles  ... 

Preserves 
Jam  . 


220 

lb. 

n 

lb. 

24 

lb. 

51 

lb. 

14 

lb. 

81* 

lb. 

296| 

lb. 

14 

lb. 

334 

lb. 

550 

lb. 

214 

lb. 

134 

lb. 

894 

lb. 

2064 

lb. 

164 

lb. 

44 

lb. 

57 

lb. 

lOf 

lb. 

28f- 

lb. 

74 

lb. 

2 

lb. 

.1 

4 

lb. 

19 

lb. 

7 

lb. 

1 

lb. 

37 

lb. 

i 

s 

lb. 

3  5f 

lb. 

3 

lb. 

324 

lb. 

1 

lb. 
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5.  FOOD  PREMISES 


(a)  103  inspections  were  made  of  the  following  premises 

registered  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  or 
the  Milk  &  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959  - 

Premises  Inspections 


Ice  Cream,  manufacture  and  sale  52 
Preserved  foods,  manufacture  13 
Dairy  « « .  «  «  «  # . •  •  •  •  1 


58 

30 

15 


(b)  Other  food  premises,  by  type  of  business,  are  shown 
below  - 


Hotels,  cafes,  restaurants  ...  27 

Groceries,  general  provisions  61 

Butchers  . 13 

Fish ,  wet  .  . . .  .  5 

Fish,  fried  7 

Sweets,  manufacture  .  1 

Greengrocery  .  23 

Confectionery  and  sweets  ...  23 

Bakeries  . .  .  ...  1 


312  inspections  of  these  premises  were  made  during  the  year. 


6.  FISH  FRYING 

The  seven  fish  frying  establishments  have  operated 
satisfactorily  and  without  nuisances. 


7 .  SHELLFISH 

Checks  were  made  on  retail  supplies  of  cockles  and  the 
samples  were  found  to  be  free  from  pathogenic  organisms.  The 
shellfish  sold  locally  are  obtained  from  wholesale  supplies. 
Retailers  were  reminded  of  the  regulations  made  by  the  Port 
of  London  Health  Authority  on  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of 
shellfish  from  local  waters  Unless  treated  at  an  establishment 
approved  by  that  Authority. 


8 .  BAKEHOUSES 

Two  bakeries  operate  in  the  district.  One  specialises  in 
meat  pies  and  pastries  and  the  other  in  cakes  and  conf ectionery . 
Bread  supplies  are  baked  out  of  the  district.  Improvements  to 
drainage  and  washing  facilities  were  made  at  one  of  the  premises 
and  both  establishments  were  operated  satisfactorily. 


9.  FOOD  &  DRUG-S  ACT,  1955 
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OOOOOSOOO 


0  O  O  O  O  o 


•  •  O  O  • 


O  O  O  o 


0  0  0  *  0  0 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 


o  o  o  o  o  o 


o  O  O  O 


"to  Li .  S,  Strugnell ,  Chief  Inspector  of  the 
S£1JH  d  Measures  Department  of  the  Kent  County  Council  for 

ferf!  °WlnS  d6tallS  °f  Saa*les  take“  the  area  during  the 

A.P.C.  Tablets  B.P.C. .  1 

Beef  Steak  and  Kidney  Pie.  1 

Beef  Suet . 1 

Bengues  Balsam. ........... 

Bisma-Rex  Antacid  Tablets. 

Bitter  Boer. . . . 

Bread. _ ......  . .]]]]]]]  ] 

Cheese  Spread  with  Lobster 
Cider  Vinegar. 

Citroze ....... 

Coltsfoot  Rock. . . 

Dripping . .  . . 

Essence  of  Anchovies.. 

French  Capers 

Fruit  Salad.  . . . 

Fruit  Salad  in  Syrup] ]  ]  ]  ]  ’  1 

Gin . i 

Glace  Cherries....  ’  f 

«  .......  _L 

Grapefruit........ _ _ p 

Hydrogen  Peroxide . .  p 

Ice  Cream.  . . p 


Instant  Coffee.... 

Instant  Whip. 

Malt  Vinegar. . . . . . 

Milk. ....... 

*''*o*oooCeoo*o 

Mixed  Dried  Peel.. 
Orange  Juice 
Ravioli . . 

Rum . . . 

Salmon  Spread. 

Soda  Bread  Mix 
Spaghetti  Dinner 
Strawberry  Jam 
Table  Cream. . . 
Thyme ......... 

Tomato  Sauce.. 
Tooth  Essence. 
Tutti  Frutti  Ice 
V.C.  Pastilles 
Whisky . 

White  Sauce. 


OOOOOOOO 


Cream 


1 

1 

1 

11 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


o  o  o  * 


r  thf  rillowi^-°Ve  Saaipl0S  were  eemxine  with  the  exception 


ead  Contained  plastic 


dressing. 


Pi oceedings  taken  against  bakers. 
Fined  £15  ppUs  £5.5.0.  Advocate's 


ead  Contained  bandage 


Proceedings  taken  against  bakers. 
Fined  £10  plus  8/4d.  witness  cost 
and  £4.4.0.  Advocate's  fee. 


fe 


so 


SECTION  VII- 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 

One  new  factory  for  furniture  manufacture  was  constructed 
during  the  year  and  premises  in  the  Harbour  Estate  were  converted 
into  a  factory,  both  with  newly  constructed  sanitary  accommoaatioi 
lor  struct ion  of  a  further  factory  was  commenced  at  West  Minster 
intended  to  be  used  as  a  printing  works. 

In  addition  to  inspections  of  existing  factories ,  new 
proposals  are  examined  and  toilet  accommodation  in  premises  under 
construction  inspected. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 
in  respect  of  the  year  1961  for  the 
Urban  District  of  SheernesD 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT  - 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


! 

1 

Number  ! 

Number  of 

!  .  i 

Premises 

1 

i 

on 

Register  j 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupier^ 

prosecute< 

] - - - -  ~ 1 

i  Factories  in  which  Secs 

|  1,  2,  3,  4,  6  are  to  be 

!  enforced  by  Local  Auth- 
i  orities  (no  mechanical 
j  power)  ...  •••  • • • 

i 

1 

1 

5 

3 

_ 

!  Factories  not  included 
j  above  in  which  Sec.  7 
)  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(mechanical  power) 

•  .1 

51 

28 

1 

i  Other  premises  in  which 
i  Sec.  7  is  enforced  by 
i  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers' 

\  premises)  . 

i 

1 

! 

i  4 

i 

2 

1 

i 

! 

Total  ...  .  .  . 

60 

1 

33 

i 

2 

* 

— 

Total 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  - 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 


I 

' 

Particulars 

i 

1 

,  Pound 

I 

i 

I 

1 

» 

1 

'Remedied 

: 

i 

1 

I 

I 

1  Referred  i 
!  To  By  j 

H.M.  j 

;  Inspector ; 

1 

1 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

i  Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

i 

1  — 

1 

! 

:  1 

l  1 

1  -  !  -  j 

[Overcrowding  (S.2)  . .. 

-  i  - 

j  Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

■  -  -  ! 

Inadequate  ventilation  (3.4) 

< 

_  |  _  1 

I 

i  Ineffective  drainage  of 

, 

:  1 

floors  (S.6)  . 

- 

— 

1 

i 

! 

!  Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

;  (a)  Insufficient  . . .  ... 

1 

1 

i  ? 

—  1  —  i 

!  fa)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

1  1 

_ 

Other  offences  ... 

! 

i 

i 

j 

i  j 

”  I 

)  ( 

— 

j 

Total  . . .  j 

I 

2 

! 

2 

- j - j - 

_  ;  _  j 

j  ‘ 

3.  Part  VIII  of  the  Act  -  Outwork 


Nature 

of 

dork 


Making  of 
wearing  apparel 

Other  processes 


j 

Section  110 

| 

1 

1 

Section  111 

1 

No.  of 
l out -workers 
in  August 
list 

1  required 
by  Section 
110(l) (c) 

i  No .  of 
:  cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

— 

1 

!  No.. of 

1 

:  prosecu¬ 
tions  for 

1 

failure 
to  supply 
lists 

i 

|  No.  of 

ins  tan- 

cos  of  :  ,T  ,  . 

,  .  : Notices 

work  in  '1 

,  ,  served 

unwhole*  r 

some  1 

.  ! 
premises 

I 

- 1 

1 

•  Prose-  : 
cutions 

I 

j 

1 

2 

- 1 - 

1 

1 

-  !  - 

i 

| 

j 

I 

— 

i  ! 

!  “ 

! 

j 

i 
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APPENDIX  A 


Visits  and  Re-visits  during  1961 


sts  (excludi 


Ashbins  . 

Bug  infested  houses 

Verminous  houses  and  other  household  pe 
Filthy  conditions  ...  ... 

Rats  and  Mice  . 

Refuse  collection . . 

Keeping  of  animals  . 

Swimming  pools  . 

Water  sampling  . 

Water  supplies  . 

Watercourses  . 

Mosquito  control  ...  ...  ... 

Infectious  disease  investigations 

Disinfections  .  ... 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation 

Defective  drainage  . . . 

Drainage  repaired  . ... 

Public  health  interviews  . 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Act 
Inspections  in  Clearance  Areas  . . . 

Inspections  re  D.O's  and  C.O's  ... 

Inspections  for  overcrowding 
Miscellaneous  housing  visits  (including  Council  h 
Interviews  re  tenancy  management  and  applicants 
Factories  Acts  ...  ... 

Halls  and  places  of  entertainment 
Movable  dwellings  ...  ... 

Public  Conveniences  ... 

Schools  ...  .o.  ..o 

Shops  Act  ...  . 

Pet  shops  ...  ...  ... 

Bakehouses  . . . 

Meat  shops  and  vehicles 
Fishmongers  and  poulterers 
Fried  fish  shops  ...  ... 

Grocers  ...  ...  ... 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers 
Dairies  and  milk  shops 
Milk  sampling  ...  ... 

Ice  cream  premises  ...  ... 

Ice  cream  sampling  ...  ... 

Restaurants  and  cafes 
Food  manufacturing  premises 
Miscellaneous  food  visits 
Miscellaneous  visits  and  interviews 
R e nt  A ct  .o.  «o.  *o.  o«. 

Care  and  attention  of  aged  persons 
Legal  Proceedings  (Housing  Tenancies) 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ... 

Holiday  Accommodation  ...  ... 


u 


ng  bu 


es) 


8 

24 

165 

44 

385 

10 

17 
6 

53 

6 

8 

12 

35 

2 

14 

179 

82 

587 

249 

76 

4 

10 

1,302 

1,806 

18 

7 

11 

3 

4 

28 

8 
7 

30 

31 

14 
62 
10 

15 
42 
58 

4 

89 

21 

52 

61 

9 

14 

1 

10 

33 
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APPENDIX  B 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied  in  1961 
Defective  sanitary  accommodation 

•••  •  •  •  •  •  i 

Drainage  repaired  . 

Drainage  cleansed  . 

Drainage  reconstructed  . 

Sinks,  repaired  or  renewed 

•••  •  •  • 

Waste  pipes,  repaired,  renewed  or  trapped 
Water  supplies,  defects  remedied 
Rainwater  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  repaired 

Roofs  repaired  . 

Walls  repaired  . 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  ... 

Dampness  remedied 

•  •  •  »  o  o  •  e  0  000 

Wall  plaster  renewed  . . 

Ceilings  ...  . . . . 

Floors  repaired  . .  . 

Windows  and  ventilation  repaired  and  improved 
Woodwork  repaired  or  renewed 

-*■  ©•©  000  0  e  0 

Fireplaces  and  stoves  repaired 

—  0  O  O  0  0  0 

Yard  paving  repaired 
Refuse  receptacles  provided  ... 

Accumulations  of  refuse  abated 

•  ©  ©  0  0  o 

Keeping  of  animals  abated 

o  0  o  0  0  0  0  0  0 

Miscellaneous  . 

•  •  •  •  o  0  0  0  0  A  .  .  .  .  . 


9 

23 

37 

4 

3 
6 

4 
7 

10 

7 

2 

14 

18 

16 

7 


9 


4 
3 
6 

IS 

13 

5 
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SHEPPEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

1961 

Chairman: 

P.  H.  Purvis 


Vice-Chairman: 
G.  D.  Thomsett 


Councillors : 

L.  C.  Austin 
B.  E.  Bigg 
R.  N.  Bigg 
Mrs.  M.  Bourhousson 
A.  P.  Dummoit 
N.  W.  Pord 
Mrs.  N.  Hodges 

G.  Ingleton 

H .  C .  Love 
Miss  E.  M.  Mills 

G.  T.  Parris  L.c. 
R.  Ross  Jones 


Health  Committee 
Chairman: 

Mrs.  M.  Bourhousson 


Councillors : 

D.  C.  Austin 
Mrs.  N.  Hodges 

G.  Ingleton 

H.  C.  Love 
Miss  E.  M.  Mills 

P.  H.  Purvis 
G.  D.  Thomsett 


Clerk  of  the  Council: 

R.  E.  Gray,  F.C.C.S. 

Surveyor  &  Public  Health  Inspector: 

E.  F.  Brading,  M.I.MUN.E.,  A.R.S.H. ,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

T.  E.  Davies 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Trinity  Road, 

Sheerness . 

To  the  Sneppey  Rural  District  Council 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

help  !!?TLthLhonourh0  Prcsent  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
healtn  of  the  Sheppey  Rural  District  during  1961. 

!efiot?S-General's  estimate  of  the  population  for 
mt.  -*-961  was  j, 790,  an  increase  of  60  over  the  figure  for  1°60 
There  were  166  births,  a  figure  equalled  in  1959  bSi  oSy 
exceeded^by  the ^years  1944-1949.  The  corrected  birth  rate  is 
-9.2  as  compared  with  17.4  for  the  whole  country. 

be  1960  ra?P^f -de?;th  ^  of  12 -°  is  slightly  lower  than 

Therewere  121  desih  th®sam?  aa  tha  rate  for  England  &  Waies. 
under  ”vf  r  th  and  only  two  of  these  were  of  infants 

under  the  age  of  one  year,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of 
12.0.  The  number  of  stillbirths,  "  -  J 

for  the  area. 


three,  was  also  below  average 


l  ,  Tlle  sPi^eniic  of  measles  in  the  summer  totalled  401  cases 

-ase  Ln°all  enn?hCe  bef°p8  ^  the  460  in  1955.  As  has  been  the 
frnUni^ reaks  of  recent  years,  the  disease  was  mild. 

'ittL  UfW??  V  3o  aases  of  looping  Cough  there  was  very 

ve-rp  no  °+S  disease  LlUrinS  the  year  and  unlike  I960  there 

e  no  incidents  at  any  of  the  camps  to  cause  anxiety. 

but  bv  ^S\!LreC°rJ,  wiih  tlianks  'the  excellent  work  carried 
ux  by  l/ii  .  Bradmg,  the  tngmeer  &  Surveyor  and  Public  Health 

w!p^0r’  an(J  M?-  DaviGS’  'the  Additional  Public  Health 

a?+  al?°  t0  tllank  the  Chairmaa  and  Members  of  the 

Jh^year?  ttGe  f°r  their  kindness  and  consideration  throughout 

I  have  the  honour  to  be , 


Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  T.  MURPHY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I 

STATISTICS  AITD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


1.  AREA 


20,319 

acres 


2.  POPULATION 

As  estimated  for  mid-1961  Ly  the  Registrar— 

General  ...  ...  *.•  ••• 

This  figure  is  60  higher  than  the  previous  year.  The  natura 
increase  in  population,  that  is  the  excess  of  births  over  deacns, 

was  45. 


3.  NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES 


•  •  •  0  0# 


3,565 


4 .  RATEABLE  VALUE 


0  0  0  •  •  © 


o  •  • 


£146 , 47  3 


5.  SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  PENNY  RATE 


•  •  •  •  O  0 


>640 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


SECTION  II 
71 T_lu  STATISTICS 
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Males 

Legitimate . 69  (go) 

Illegitimate .  5  (4) 

Totals .  74  (84) 

BIRTH  RATE 


Crude  Rate  per  1,000  population . 

Corrected  rate.  . . ./.... . 

Rate  for  England  &  Tales. . ! ! ! ! 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  ...  12 


Females  Totals 

85  (69)  154(149) 
7  (7)  12  (11) 
92  (76)  166(160) 


.  17.0  (16.4) 

.  19.2  (18.6) 

.  17.4  (17.1) 


This  is  7.2  per  cent  of  total  live  births. 
STILLBIRTHS 


Legitimate . . . 
Illegitimate . 


Males 

.  2  (2) 

..........  -  (_) 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  Births 

Rate  for  England  &  Vales . 

INFANT  DEATHS  ..........  2 


Females 

1  (3) 

-  (1) 


17.7 

18.7 


Infant  death  rate  per  1,000  live  Births......  12  0 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales . °  21*4 

Number  of  legitimate  infant  deaths . ! .  . .  !  !  .* .  .  ! .  2  * 

Number  of  illegitimate  infant  deaths.......!!!  0 

Number  of  neo— natal  deaths  (under  4  weeks) ....  1 

Number  of  early  neo-natal  deaths  (under  1  week)  1 
Number  of  peri-natal  deaths  (stillbirths  and 

deaths  under  1  week  combined . .  4 


Totals 

3  (5) 

-  (1) 

(36.1) 

(19.8) 


(25.0) 

(21.9) 

(4) 

(0) 

(3) 

(3) 

(9) 


MATERNAL  DEATHS 
DEATHS 


Nil 


Crude  rate  per  1,000  population.. . . .  12  4  (12  6) 

Corrected  rate . . . .......!  12!o  (12!0,) 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales. . . .  12.0  (ll!5) 

121  deaths  were  registered  of  which  73  were  males  and  48  females, 
mpared  with  a  total  of  123  in  I960.  This  gives  a  death  rate  of 
^but  the  corrected  rate  used  for  comparison  with  other  districts 
-.0,  identical  with  the  rate  for  England  &  Wales.  62  deaths  (5l£) 
_  ue .  o  heart  disease  and  associated  conditions  as  compared  with 
v° >  ln  I960;  all  forms  of  cancer  caused  23  deaths  (19$)  a  slight 

21  (47/°)  »  whilst  respiratory  diseases  increased 
°>b/H  to  -4 ( ll^o)  .  Five  deaths  were  due  to  accidents  as  compared 
six  m  I960  and  two  of  them  were  road  accidents. 

(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  I960) 


68 


Table  I  shows  the  number  of  deaths  allocated  to  the  area  by 
the  Registrar-General. 

TABLE  I 


Cause 


Males  j  females j  Total 


:  1. Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
i  2. Tuberculosis ,  other 
1  3. Syphilitic  disease 


!  4. Diphtheria 


cr 


2 .Whooping  Cough 


I  6 .Meningococcal  infections 
:  7. Acute  poliomyelitis  ... 
i  3 .Measles  ...  ...  ... 

9. Other  infective  and  parasitic  disea 
jlO .Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

Ill .Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
jl2 .Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

3. Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

4. Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasm 
!l 5 .Leukaemia ,  aieukaemia  ...  ... 

|16. Diabetes  ...  .o.  .oo  ... 

0.7 .Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
jl8. Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

19. Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
*20 •  Other  heart  disease  ...  ... 

|21. Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

22 .Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 3.  Pneumonia  . 

24.  Bronchitis  . 

|2 5. Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
|26. Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis.  ... 

29 . Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

|30 .Pregnancy ,  childbirth,  abortion 
31. Congenital  malformations  ... 

32. Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents  ... 

|35.  Suicide  . 

136 .Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


I  _ 


1 

9 


4 

1 

2 


(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(4) 

(6) 

(-) 

(-) 

(7) 

(-) 

(1) 


8  (8) 
17(12) 
2  (6) 
7  (7) 
3 
1 
1 
6 
2 


1 


(-I1 
(-) 
(-) 
(3)1 
(3) 

-  (-) 

-  (2) 

1  (3) 
(-) 
(1) 
(2) 
(2) 
(2)| 

[:]! 


2 

5 

1 

3 


(-)! 
(-) ! 

(1) 1 
(-)! 
(-) 
(-) 

(->| 

(-) 

(-) ! 
(-)  I 

(d; 

(-): 

(!) 

(2) 
(-)! 
(-)i 


8  (9) 

8  (8) 

2  (1); 
6(14) ! 
1  (1)  | 
“  (-) 

2  (1)' 

2  (4) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
1  (1) 

3  (5) 
-  (1) 
2  (1) 
1  (-) 
-  (-) 


-  (-) 

1  (-) 
-  (1) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 

1  (4) 

9  (7) 

-  (-) 

2  (1) 

9  (9) 

2  (-) 
5  (1) 

16  (17) 
25  (20) 
4  (7) 

13  (21) 
4  (4) 

1  (-) 
3  (1) 

8  (4) 

2  (3) 

1  (3! 


2 

(33 

(- 

1  2 

7  (7' 


2 
3 
1 

-  (- 


All  causes 


73(72)1  48(51) | 121(123 


(Figures  in  "brackets  relate  to  1980) 
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The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups  in  which  the  deaths 

ccurred  - 


TABLE  II 


Under  i  ,  ;  c  inr  oc  i 

]_  1-  .  5-  ;  15-  25-  35-  I  45- 


i 


85 


.lales 


females 


-  I  1 

j 

-  ;  1 


1 


1 


55_  i  65-  !  75-  !  years 
^  j  °  I  and 

i  !  i  over 


1  :  4  I  14  i  26  !  23 

j  j  j  ! 

-  |  2  i  5  I  12  j  18 


3 

7 


The  average  age  at  death  was  - 


69.2  (70.6  in  I960) 

69.0  (68.6)  for  the  males  and 
69.4  (73.4)  for  the  females 

Three  females  reached  90  years,  the  oldest  being  98,  whilst 
le  oldest  male  was  87. 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

iwo  infant  deaths  under  the  age  of  one  year  occurred  and 
te  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  12.0  per  1,000  live 
.rths.  For  England  &  Wales  this  rate  was  a  new  low  record  of 
..4  and  over  the  past  10  years  in  the  Rural  District  the  average 
>s  been  only  23.3,  a  satisfactory  figure.  Details  of  the  two 
iaths  are  given  in  the  following  table  1- 

TABLE  III 


Cause 

Sex  .  Age 
| 

Place  of  !  Place  of  1 
Birth  '  Death 

1 

rematurity  . 

j 

F  j  3  days 

1  ■■  T  -  '  '  — -- ■-  —  i 

I 

Hospital  !  Hospital  ! 

Meningitis 

ydrocephalus  with  Arnold- 

! 

i 

i 

1  ! 

i  j 

Chiari  malformation 

J 

i  | 

pina  Bifida  Cystica  . 

- 

F  1  month 

j  Hospital  1 

i 
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SECTION  III 

INFECTIOUS  ANN  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 


Apart  from  Measles  there  was  very  little  infectious  disease 
in  1961.  The  Measles  epidemic  started  in  April,  reached  its 
climax  in  June  and  petered  out  at  the  end  of  July.  The  401  cases 
were  fairly  evenly  distributed  amongst  the  lower  age  groups  and 
the  disease  was  mild  generally. 

Only  6  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  and  although  the  year 
started  with  27  cases  of  Y/ho oping  Cough  in  January,  the  total  for 
the  whole  year  only  reached  36  which  was  a  little  "below  the  average 

One  food  poisoning  was  notified  but  only  members  of  the  family 
v/ere  at  risk. 

There  was  1  death  from  Noil-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  3  from 
all  forms  of  Pneumonia. 

TABLE  IV 


Age  groups 


1  1 

1 

|  ! 

Disease  ; 

« 

! 

! 

! 

i 

i 

1 

l 

i 

i 

I 

j 

i 

i 

! 

1 

— 

- r 

l 

1 

i 

j 

i 

1 

! 

<3 

i 

j 

1 

i 

-d- 

+> 

rH 

j 

i 

t 

^  » 

< Tv 

rH 

CM 

CO 

I  o 

i 

i 

• 

i 

1  Eh 

u  i 

i  1 

I  ! 

i  1 

1  i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0) 

i 

• 

1 

1  I 

rC! 

i — i 

OJ  j 

m  | 

Lf\ 

o 

LT\ 

LfA 

. 

!  1 

£  i 

t 

1 

1 

! 

I — 1 

1 - 1 

CM 

!  1 

i 

&  1 

i 

i 

i 

I 

i 

| 

....  '  '  . — 1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

“il 

i 

- — 

i 

i  1  ■ 

3 

- ! 

1 

i ! 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

36 

3 

i  3 

6 

3 

1  2 

17  '• 

- 1 

2 

— 

j  Measles  . . 

401 

11 

32 

1  40 

43 

i  49 

211  I 

12 

3  ! 

;  Pneumonia 

3 

— 

j  — 

1  _ 

— 

— 

1 

; 

i  Erysipelas 

4 

i 

j  — 

| 

!  — 

““ 

“I 

3 

j  Food  Poisoning 

1 

— 

i  - 

— 

1 

t  ”” 

/-  1 

|  Puarperal  Pyrexia 

6 

— 

i  — 

— 

! 

i 

o  j 

I 

i 

1  Pul.  Tuberculosis 

1 

3 

1  — 

i 

1 

i  l 

i 

l 

j. 

J- 

t— - 

Totals 

460 

u” 

!  35 

1 

|  46 

CO 

!  52 

2  31 

13 

10 

4 

4 
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Table  V  shows  the  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
luring  the  year  as  compared  with  those  notified  in  I960,  removals 
:o  hospital  and  the  number  of  deaths  according  to  the  Registrar- 
reneral's  classification 


TABLE  V 


Disease 


Scarlet  Eever  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Measles 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary  or 

influenzal) 

Erysipelas  . 

Meningococcal  Infection 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  -  Para 

Non-Para 

Dysentery  . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Smallpox  . 

Typhoid  . 

Vial  aria  . 

Pood  Poisoning 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Son-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Totals 


j 

I 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

I 

i  i 

1  i 

i 

1 

o 

! 

O  1 

I 

i  i 

cb 

1 

!  o  j 

i 

i 

!  -P  ! 

1-1  i 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

:  P  03 ! 

! 

1 

j 

CD 

!  CD  -P 

CO 

CO 

j  d 

H  i 

CG  j 

1 - 1 

>  -Hj 

43 

43  ! 

n3 

CD 

,  o  pj 

p> 

P  1 

i  tf 

-P  I 

iH  i 

d 

|  3  CO; 

05 

o3  j 

i  £ 

o  j 

03  1 

CD 

!  CD  O! 

CD 

0  i 

EH  I 

^  1 

Ph 

•  «  w 

i  . 

P 

°  i 

6 
36 

401 

3 

4 


1 

3 


(11) 

(10) 

(-) 

(11) 

(10) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(7) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(15) 

(12) 

(-) 


3 

16 


3 

20 


1  202  •  199 


1 

1 


2 

3 


2  ! 


1 

1 


:!:j 

-  (-)  j 

-  (-)  | 

3  (1)  ' 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

1  (-) 


1460  (76)  !  225  j  235  j  7  »  4  (1)  j 
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2 .  TUBERCULOSIS 

Only  3  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  as 
compared  with  12  in  I960  and  well  "below  tne  average  of  recent  ^oais 
There  were  no  deaths  from  this  form  of  the  disease  for  the  second  , 
successive  year  but  there  was  one  death  from  the  non-pulmonary  fore 
an  elderly  lady  who  was  first  notified  in  1944  and  whose  death  was 
due  to  infected  kidneys..  The  last  death  from  this  form  of  the 
disease  was  in  1952.  A  summary  of  the  Register  is  given  in  the 
table  below  - 


TABLE  VI 


Non-  ! 


. 

t 

Pulmonary ! 
M  F 

|  j 

Pulmonary  J 
M  ■  F  j 

! 

Total 

— . - - 

On  Register,  1st  January,  1961  ... 

! 

41 

46 

— 

i — l 

i — 1 

6  j 

1  -f 

104 

1 

I 

j  New  notifications  ...  ...  •  •  • 

2 

i 

i 

l 

i 

-  | 

3 

3 

Transfers  from  other  districts 

3 

' 

1 

i 

Deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis  .... 

— 

i 

1 

1 

Deaths  of  cases  on  register  but  not 
due  to  Tuberculosis  . 

1 

1 

i  _ 

i 

— 

1 

Removed  from  district  during  year 

i  ~ 

i  " 

9 

Recovered  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

!  1 

i 

i 

j 

!  “ 

i 

1 

■ 

— 

c. 

I 

I  Number. of  cases  remaining  on 
i  Register  31st  December,  1961  ... 

i 

i 

!  44 

! 

47 

i 

L 

! 

i 

5 

106 

1 - — - - - — - " 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 
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In  all  the  following  tables  the  figures  of  vaccinations  and 
imuni sat ions  in  1961  have  been  supplied  by  the  County  Medical 
ficer.  Other  figures  in  the  columns  'totals  now  vaccinated  or 
munised'  and  all  percentages  of  age  groups  are  my  estimates  based 
.  actual  figures  for  previous  years. 

,)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 


1 

1 

ear  of  Birth  2 

i 

Vaccinated 
injections  3 

in  1961 
injections 

Tota] 

vacci 

2  injections 

.  now 
nated 

3  injections 

' 57-' 61 

129 

137 

418 

320 

'46-' 56 

36 

118 

1,221 

1,137 

'43-' 45 

5  i 

18 

259 

'  187 

'33-' 42 

45  ; 

45 

( 

I941 

( 

(511 

1 

'21-' 32  , 

156 

157 

and  others 

j 

j 

..  . 

Totals 

371 

475 

2,839 

2,155 

1 

56/o  of  the  under  5's,  73 %  of  all  school  children  under  the  age 
16  and  about  40%  of  the  age  group  16-40  have  now  received  at 
ast  2  injections  and  three-quarters  of  those  have  the  additional 
otect Lon  of  a  third  injection.  In  addition,  547  school  children 
der  12  years  received  a  fourth  booster  injection  during  the  year. 

)  Smallpox  Vaccination 


1 

Age  group 

j 

:  Primary 

« 

Ro^-vc  coin  at  ion 

• 

Total  now 
vaccinated 

i  Under  5  years 

117 

0 

444 

5-14 

!  3 

0 

!  15  and  over 

1 - 

6 

-j - 

9 

Total 

1  126 

i  !  ! 

>_  .  .  •  i 

It  is  estimated  that  6 J)o  of  children  between  1  and  5  years  nave 
Jn  vaccinated  against  Smallpox,  a  figure  slightly  higher  than  last 
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(c)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 


i 

i 

Year  of  ; 
Birth 

j 

Primary 
Immunisation  1 
in  1961 

i 

Re-inforcing 
Inoculation 
in  1961 

Total  number 
immunised 
at  end  of  1961 

1961 

I960 

1959 

1  1958 

1  1957 

i  » 52-’ 56 

!  ’47-’ 51 

« 

47 

84 

11 

8 

6 

7 

1 

2 

3 

6 

1 

82 

|  12 

47 

152 

132 

107 

i  111  j 

j  595 

602 

j - — - 

! - 

|  Totals 

164 

5 

106 

i 

1,746 

About  73?°  of  all  children  under  5  are  protected  against 
diphtheria  and  nearly  80y>  of  school  children  between  5  a,n  5 


(d)  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 


Year  of  Birth 


| 

Number 

_ 

immunised 

in  1961 

i  - 

Total  number 
immunised 
at  end  of  1961 

47  1 

47 

j  83  ; 

150 

!  11 

144 

8 

118 

4 

87 

6 

55 

j  159 

j _  _ _ _ 

601 

1961 
I960 
1959 
1958 
1957 
' 52- ' 56 


Totals 


The  level  of  protection  against  Whooping  Cough  has  now 
risen  to  73?°  of  all  children  under  5  years  of  age. 


SECTION  IV 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
AND  SANITARY  CIRCUITS TaNCES  of  the  area 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  major  improvement  works  authorised  in  the  Rural  District 
ompnse  the  laying  of  an  8"  main  into  the  centre  of  Leysdown  and 
he  replacement  of  part  of  the  ring  main  system  (emanating  from 

Reservoir)  along  the  Warden  Road.  The  latter  work 

f  firut  s.tag®  lr }  imProving  supplies  between  Warden  Road/Lillet 
ane  East church,  Warden  Point  and  Warden  Bay.  In  addition  the 

e  laying  of  the  Brecon  Chase  main  has  been  authorised.  A  multitude 
i  minor  mains  extensions  have  been  carried  out  with  major  exten- 

10ns  authorised  to  meet  the  development  of  The  Leas  and  Furze  Hill 

s  t  a  t  e . 


ne  consumption  of  water  totalled  an  estimated  184  million 
ilions.  Allowing  for  residents,  resident  and  non-resident 

aPPro^lma‘fces  "to  42.1  gallons/h ead/ day  made  up  of 
t'3nf'hh  +  unmetered  and  7.3  g/h/d  metered.  It  is  estimated  that 

supplies  is  for  domestic  purposes  by  holiday  camps. 

}  c  /?  >°^1,?a't:ed  corrected  average  domestic  consumption  was 
.b  g/h/a  and  the  estimated  non-domestic  consumption  was  3.5  g/h/d. 


g/ 


t^etTfoddSw3;ng  a^e  dG_buils  of  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Board 
ia  the  Health  Department  - 


|No.  of  samples 

1  taken 

No.  of  samples  in  w] 
Coliform  bacilli 

. 

aich  were 
Faecal 

found 

coli 

harden  - 
Untreated 

I 

j 

40 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

! 

i 

Treated 

18 

i 

» 

jeysdown  - 
Untreated 

| 

21 

5 

j 

l 

lastchurch  - 
Untreated 

i 

19 

■ 

i 

i 

» 

rall  End  - 
Untreated 

1 - 1 

1 

_ 

• 

i 

! 

| 

bbey  Gate  - 
Treated 

i 

44  | 

11 

i 

! 

i 

I 

! 

inster  - 
Untreated 

1 

37 

1 

4 

3 

1 

i 

i 

i 

ingsbo rough 

i 

r 

i 

ill  Reservoir  - 
Treated 

O 

— 

n  i 

- 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied,  with  the  source 
and  method  of  distribution  was  as  follows  - 


Minster 
East church 
Warden 
Leys down 
Harty 
Elmley 


From  public  supplies  Private  or  communal  wells 
Tap  in  house  Standpipe  No. of  wells  No. of  houses 

2,725  - 

420  22  1  1 

144  - 

339  -  2  70  * 

5  15 


*  These  are  mainly  bungalows  and  chalets  at  Shellness  Hamlet 
used  as  summer  residences  only  and  also  beach  chalets  along 
Shellness  beach.  In  addition,  all  camping  sites  are  supplied 
with  water  from  public  mains. 


2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWER 1GE 


(a)  The  following  statement  shows  in  summary  form  the 
method  of  sewage  disposal  throughout  the  district. 

Number  of  properties,  including  camps 
Main  drainage  Cesspools  Pail  closets 


Minster  . 

2,708 

206 

83 

Eastchurch  . 

210 

205 

133 

Leysdown  . 

166 

6 

51 

Warden  . 

— 

12 

9 

Elmley  and  Harty 

— 

12 

10 

(b)  Practically  all  the  houses  in  the  Minster  area  are  on 
main  drainage  but  to  many  of  the  remainder  the  sewer  is  not 
easily  available.  The  high  level  sewer  for  part  of  the  Minster 
area  was  completed  during  the  year.  Sewage  from  the  area  is 
collected  at  either  the  Scrapsgate  or  Sheerness  East  Disposal 
V/orks  which  consist  of  detritus  tanks,  settling  tanks,  filter 
beds  and  humus  tank.  The  effluent  from  Sheerness  East  is 
discharged  into  an  open  ditch  approximately  one  mile  in  length 
before  the  final  discharge  on  to  the  mud  flats  at  Scrapsgate. 

The  effluent  from  the  Scrapsgate  works  discharges  into  the 
same  ditch  at  Scrapsgate. 

(c)  The  provision  of  main  drainage  for  Bay  View  and  Warden 
Bay  areas  has  been  completed  with  the  consequent  abolition  of 
over  100  cesspools  and  pail  closets.  Sewage  from  here  and  from 
Eastchurch  is  collected  at  Eastchurch  Sewage  Works  (formerly 
R.A.P.)  and  is  dealt  with  by  settling  tanks,  filter  beds  and 
humus  tank  before  the  effluent  is  piped  to  Windmill  Creek  in  the 
Swale.  The  disposal  works  at  Eastchurch  are  considerably  over¬ 
loaded  during  the  peak  holiday  season. 

A  night  soil  collection  operated  by  the  Council  provides 
for  51  houses  with  pail  closets. 
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3.  DISPOSAL  OP  REFUSE 

All  refuse  is  now  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the 
rindoiill  oreeK  site  wnicn  is  extremely  well  maintained.  Routine 
:reatment  to  control  flics  and  rodents  is  carried  out. 


k  SCHOOLS  SANITATION 

All  schools  in  the  area  are  on  main  drainage  and  general 
sanitary  conditions  have  been  found  satisfactory. 


i .  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

Conveniences  for  both  sexes  exist  at  Halfway,  Scrapsgate, 
Linster,  Eastchurch  and  Leysdown.  The  conveniences  at  Leysdown 
.nclude  washing  facilities  and  slipper  baths  and  washing 
facilities  are  also  provided  at  Scrapsgate. 


DISINFECTIONS  AND  DISINFESTATIONS 

(a)  Two  premises  wore  disinfected  after  infectious  disease. 

(b)  The  following  disinfestations  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  - 


Bed  bugs 
Fleas  . . . 
Wasps  . . . 
Flies  . . . 
Ants 


Council  houses  Other  houses 


5 

1  1 

57 

1 

1  2 


MOSQUITO  CONTROL 

Treatment  of  ponds  and  ditches  near  houses  was  again  carried 
ut  by  the  use  of  anti-mosquito  capsules. 

.  There  was  no  evidence  of  any  increased  breeding  and  no 
erious  mosquito  nuisance  was  reported  during  the  year. 


8. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


One  full-time  operator  is  employed,  and  the  following  are 
details  of  surface  infestations  found  and  treated  during  the 
year  - 


Number  of  complaints  of  infestation  ...  93 

Infestations  by  rats  ...  ...  ...  157 

Infestations  by  mice  .  36 

Number  treated  by  local  authority  . . .  193 

Number  of  farm  surveys  .  156 

Number  of  farms  treated  ...  ...  ...  43 

Number  of  survey  visits  ...  ...  ...  710 

Number  of  treatment  visits  .  996 


Test  baiting  of  sewers  was  carried  out  with  satisfactory 
results. 

9 .  CAMPING 

The  following  are  details  of  camping  sites  in  the  area  - 

Occupied  sites  ...  ...  ... 

Approved  sites  not  yet  developed 
Camps  with  mains  water  supplies 
Camps  connected  to  main  drainage 
Camps  with  own  disposal  works 
Camps  served  by  cesspools 
Camps  served  by  pail  closets 
Total  number  of  dwellings  on  occupied 

sites 

There  are  49  camps  covering  an  area  of  approximately  350 
acres.  They  are  under  regular  supervision  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  generally  speaking  are  run  efficiently  and  are 
not  often  the  subject  of  complaint.  With  the  coming  into  force 
of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  it  was 
anticipated  that  the  general  standard  of  caravan  sites  would  be 
improved  and  the  Council  incorporated  the  majority  of  the 
recommended  standards  in  the  licences  issued  under  this  Act  and 
phased  the  various  standards  over  a  period  of  4  years  terminating 
at  the  end  of  1964. 

Satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  in  order  to  comply^ with 
the  standards  under  the  new  Act  and  it  is  anticipatea  that  oy 
the  end  of  the  fourth  year  a  very  satisfactory  standard  of 
camping  will  prevail  in  the  rural  district.  Whilst  it  must  be 
appreciated  that  the  Caravan  Act  applies  only  to  caravan  sites 
and  not  to  chalets,  nevertheless  the  chalet  camps  are  also 
improving  to  a  comparable  standard. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  season  a  film  show  with  lecture 
on  food  hygiene  was  given  to  the  whole  of  the  catering  staff  a 
Warner's  Holiday  Camp. 


49 

8 

49 

22 

3 

21 

2 

4,600  approx. 
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10.  PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  is  only  one  swimming  bath  in  the  area  open  to  the 
general  public  and  this  is  at  the  Warden  Bay  Holiday  Camp.  The 
bath  is  filled  at  the  start  of  the  season  with  mains  water  which 
is  purified  by  a  continuous  process  of  filtration,  chlorination 
and  aeration  and  a  regular  check  on  chlorination  is  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector.  There  are  also  two  private  swimming 
pools  owned  by  holiday  camps. 

Byelaws  with  respect  to  Swimming  Baths  and  Bathing  Pools 
which  are  not  under  the  Council’s  management  were  made  under 
Section  233  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  and  are  in  force. 


11.  MORTUARY 

A  nominal  fee  is  paid  annually  to  the  Medway  &  Gravesend 
Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  use  of  mortuary  facilities 
at  the  Sheppey  General  Hospital. 


12.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories  at  Maidstone  and  the  following  specimens 
were  examined  - 

Water  ...  .  . .  260 

Cockles .  .  ...  4 

Faeces  ...  ...  ...  ...  , , ,  6 


13.  SHOPS  ACT 

The  Public  Health  Dexaartment  is  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  this  Act. 


14 .  HOME  SAFETY 

The  Kent  County  Council  have  delegated  to  the  Sheppey  Rural 
District  Council  their  duties  in  relation  to  accidents  in  the 
home,  and  these  functions  are  carried  out  by  the  Health  Committee 
through  the  Public  Health  Dexjurtment.  Once  again  a  Christmas 
Home  Safety  Competition  was  held  for  all  the  children  in  Infants 
and  Junior  Schools  and  thanks  to  the  kind  co-operation  of  the 
Head  Teachers  this  was  as  successful  as  previous  efforts. 
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SECTION  V 


HOUSING 

1.  The  following  are  details  of  the  number  of  houses  built  durir 
1961  and  the  total  since  the  war. 


Minster  Leysdown  Warden  Eastchurch  Tots 


Council  houses i 

Completed  in  1961 

Completed  since  the  war: 
Permanent  ...  ... 

Temporary  ...  ... 

Under  construction 

Private  enterprises 
Completed  in  1961 

Completed  since  the  war 
Under  construction 


2.  No  Demolition  Orders  or 
year. 


13 

— 

“ 

351 

14 

_ 

36 

26 

— 

— 

6 

35 

6 

— 

— 

40 

5 

9 

2 

326 

29 

12 

14 

113 

15 

6 

1 

Closing 

Orders 

were  made 

during 

i; 

40: 

3: 

4: 

5< 

30: 

13 


the 


3.  Demolition  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of 
houses  contained  in  two  Clearance  Areas,  vis. 
Road  and  Nos.  4-7  Lower  Road.  One  house, 
Minster,  was  demolished  m  consequence  of 


the  year  of  the  10 
Nos.  23-33  Minster 


"Niagara”  Oak 


Avenue , 


Demolition  Order 


n, 

ul 


4-.  .  Action  taken  by  the  Health  Department 
during  the  year  is  summarised  below: - 


in  respect  of  housing 


Clearance  Areas 


Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  . 

Number  of  houses  demolished  which  were  included  by 
reason  of  bad  arrangement  ... 

Number  of  houses  demolished  on  land  acquired  under 
Section  43(2)  Housing  Act,  1957 
Total  number  of  families  displaced 

J.  •••  O  o  c  0  0  0 

jl2H±lgg_not  included  in  Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  under  Section  17(1) 

Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or**’ 

Hn-n^o0^  5r0C?duro  Under  Sec*  17(1^  Housing  Act, 1957 
Houses  closed  under  Sections  16(4),  17(l)  and  15(1} 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Sec. ISHouSng  Act  1957 

Houses  closed  under  Sections  17(3)  and  26 

Total  number  of  families  displaced  ...  I"  ;;; 

Repairs  in  the  period 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  as  a  result  of  informal  action  made  by  the 

under  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts 
Public  Health  Acts  -  Action  after  formal  notice 
Housing  Act,  1957  _  formal  notice  -  Sections  9  and  16** 
Houses  made  fit  under  Section  24  Housing  Act,  1957 

Improvement  G-rants 


1 


7 


1 


1 


3 


Number  of  applications 

Total  cost 

Total  grants  made 

Rent  Act,  1957 


12 

£2,963 

£1,070 


Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
Undertakings  by  Landlords  ... 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  ... 

No.  of  Certificates  cancelled 
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SUCTION  VI 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  MILK  SUPPLY 

There  arc  now  40  distributors  of  milk  in  the  area,  the 
majority  of  whom  retail  Loth  pasteurised  and  sterilised  milk. 


2 .  ICE  CREAM 


71  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage  of 
ice  cream.  One  manufacturer  is  also  registered. 


3.  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  following  items  of  food  were  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered 

Tinned  foodstuffs  ...  ...  ...  45  lb.  approx. 

Condemned  tinned  food  is  buried  on  the  refuse  tip  whilst 
butchers.'  meat  is  removed  after  staining  with  naphthalene  green 
to  the  Glue  &  Chemical  Works  at  Queenborough . 


4.  FOOD  PREMISES 

(a)  82  inspections  were  made  of  the  following  food  premises 

registered  under  Section  IS  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  or  the 
Milk  &  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959. 


Premises  Inspections 


Ice  cream,  manufacture  and  sale 
Preserved  food,  manufacture  ... 
Dairies  ...  o . .  .o.  ... 


71 

2 

1 


59 

21 

2 
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(b)  Other  food  premises  by  type  of  business  are  shown  below  — 


Butchers  ...  ...  ... 

Fish,  wet  . 

Fish,  fried  . 

Cafes  and  restaurants  . 

Confectionery  . 

'lea,  rooms  .  . 

General  stores,  including  green  -■ 

grocery  ...  . 

Bakeries  . 


10  plus  1  mobile 

5 

6  plus  1  mobile 
25 

5 

4 

75 

1 


220  inspections 


were  made  of  these  premises. 


5.  FRIED  FISH  SHOPS 

There  are  seven  fish  frying  establishments  and  all  are 
kept  satisfactorily. 


6.  SHELLFISH 

The  public  are  warned  of  the  danger  of  eating  cockles 
collected  from  the  foreshore  by  metal  notices  disi^layed  at 
eight  sites  between  Barton' s  Point  and  Warden  Point  and 
notices  of  the  Port  of  London' s  Shellfish  Regulations  are 
also  exhibited  at  these  sites. 

There  is  occasional  collection  of  cockles  from  the 
Scrapsgate  area  for  commercial  use.  These  arc  treated  at 
Leigh  by  approved  processes  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations 
of  the  Port  of  London  Health  Authority. 


7 .  BAKEHOUSES 

There  is  only  one  bakehouse  in  the  district  and  this  is 
operated  satisfactorily.  Even  so,  with  this  type  of  business 
there  is  always  the  human  element  to  contend  with  and  during 
the  year  legal  proceedings  were  taken  on  two  occasions  by  the 
Food  &  Drugs  Authority  following  complaints  of  a  loaf  of  bread 
containing  firstly,  a  plastic  dressing,  and  secondly,  a  portion 
of  bandage. 
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8.  FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  S.  Strugnell,  Chief  Inspector  of  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Department  of  the  Kent  County  Council  for 
the  following  details  of  samples  taken  in  the  area  during  the 

year;- 


Ap  ricots  .  .  •  «  «  «  •••  •••  ••• 

Bartlett  Pears  in  Syrup  . 

Blackberries  in  Syrup  . 

Blackberry  Jam  ...  .  ••• 

Buttered  Assortment  . 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence  . . .  •  ... 

Cough  Mixture  . .  •  •  •  • 

Devon  Creamy  Whip  . 

Drinking  Chocolate  ...  • « •  • • • 

Gin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Glycerine  and  Honey  with  Lemon  Flavour 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  • 

Marmalade  . 

Mi  Iks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Orange  and  Lemon  Slices  . 

Peppermint  Creams  . 

Pure  Vanilla  Essence  Flavour  . 

Raspberry  Jam  . 

Runner  Beans  ...  ...  • • •  • • • 

Whisky  . 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

17 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


All  of  the  above  samples  were  genuine. 


SECTION  VII 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 
Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 
in  respect  of  the  year  1961  for  the 
Rural  District  of  Sheppey 


JRT  I  OF  THE  ACT  - 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

l 

Inspections :  bitten 
•  (notices 

i 

-! 

I  Occupiers 
jprosecuted 

actories  in  which  Secs 
1 »  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  6  are  to  he 
enforced  by  Local  Auth 
orities  (no  mechanical 
power)  . 

6 

5 

— 

i 

actories  not  included 
above  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(mechanical  power)  . . . 

22 

12 

! 

j 

i 

i 

1 

i 

ther  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers' 
premises)  . 

i 

.  ! 

2 

i 

i 

l 

i 

i 

Total  . | 

32  i 

19 

i 

i 

! 

! 

86 

2 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  - 


i 

I 

Number  of  cases 

in  which  j 

1 

1 

defects  were 

found 

1 

•  ! 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Particulars 

| 

1 

t 

I 

1 

j 

Pound 

j 

i 

i 

| 

i 

Remedied  j 

Referred 
To  By 

H.M. 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

r 

i 

— 

-  |  - 

- 

j  f  V 

i  Overcrowding  (So2)  « * «,  o  <,  • 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

1  Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

j 

! 

|  Inadequate  ventilation  (3.4) 

|  • 
j  Ineffective  drainage  of 

_ 

i 

) 

floors  (S.6)  ...  ... 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (3.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . = .  ... 

| 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

1 

| 

(c)  Not  separate  for  senes 

i 

| 

• 

1 

Other  offences  ...  » ° » 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i  _ 

i 

■J 

- - - 

TO"tcll  ooo 

i 

i 

i 

! 

- 

! 

! 

j - ■ - — 

3.  Part  VIII  of  the  Act  -  Outwork 


i 

i 

Nature 

of 

Work 

Section  110 

No-  of  j 

out -workers 
in  August 
list 

re quire d 
by  Section 
HO(l)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

Making  of 

j  wearing  apparel 

1 

1 

1 

|  Other  processes 

— 

! 

Section  111 


No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 


No.  of 
instan¬ 
ces  of 
work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 

premises 


Notices'  Prose- 
served  ; cut ions 


APPENDIX  A 

Visits  and  Re-visits  during  1961 

Ashbins  . 

Bakehouses 
Bug  infested  houses 
Verminous  houses 
Filthy  conditions 
Defective  drainage 

Factories  and  other  premises  under  Factories  Acts 
Halls  and  places  of  entertainment  ...  ... 

Public  Health  interviews  ...  ...  ...  ' ' 

Movable  dwellings 
Public  conveniences 
Rats  and  mice 
Refuse  collection 
Refuse  tips 

Schools  . 

Shops  . 

Stables  and  piggeries 
Keeping  of  animals 
Swimming  pools 
Water  supplies 
Watercourses  ... 

Mosquito  control 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts  ... 
Inspections  in  Clearance  Areas  ... 

Inspections  re  Demolition  Orders  and  Closing  Orders 
Inspections  for  overcrowding  ... 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  . . *  *  * [  *  * ] 

Re-housing  interviews  and  investigations*  *  . * . 

Infectious  disease  investigations  ... 

Disinfections  . ' . 

Meat  shops  and  vehicles  . 

Fishmongers  and  poulterers  ...  ... 

Fried  fish  shops 

■£'  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Grocers  . 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  ...  ...  ... 

Dairies  and  milk  shops 

Ice  Cream  premises  ...  ...  ^  ^ 

Restaurants  and  cafes  . . 

Food  manufacturing  premises  .  . . * 

Miscellaneous  food  visits 

Smoke,  dust  and  fumes  ...  ...  .W 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  interviews  ... 

Wasps 

-p,  , 1  _  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ...  ... 

Petroleum  Acts  ...  ... 

TT  ,  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Home  Safety 

v  •©•  •••  •  c  O  ©00  O  •  a 
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12 

7 

10 

12 

10 

108 

19 

23 
281 

1,113 

4 

2,296 

24 
29 

1 

98 

4 

2 

47 

6 

14 

21 

49 

51 

36 

1 

26 

13 

11 

2 

21 

12 

25 
55 

O 

u 

73 

59 

79 

21 

20 
3 

109 

63 

s 

25 


appendix  b 


Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied  in  1961 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation  ...  ... 

Drainage  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Drainage  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sinks,  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ... 

Waste  pipes,  repaired,  renewed  or  trapped 
Rainwater  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  repaired 

Roofs  repaired  .  . 

Walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  * • • 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  . . 

Wall  plaster  renewed  . 

Ceilings  . 

floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  • 

Windows  and  ventilation  repaired  and  improved  . . 
Chimney  stacks  repaired  ...  •»* 

Fireplaces  and  stoves  repaired  ...  ... 

Washing  coppers  repaired  ...  ...  ... 

Accumulations  of  refuse  abated  ...  ... 

Keeping  of  animals  abated  . 

Miscellaneous  ...  . 


